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Introduction

 1 The Wilhemsbad Conference 
of 1782

Introduction
The Wilhemsbad Congress of 1782 was a gathering of 

the Templar sect. They were Knights. They were not Freema-
sons although some Freemason lodges admitted them as visi-
tors. The Templar Sect was the creation of Baron Hund in the 
1760’s.

The delegates to this Templar reunion came primarily 
from two regions: France and Germany. 

First was the Strict Observance Order of Lyon, France 
known as the Chevaliers Bienfaissants or “Charitable 
Knights.” 

The second was the Strict Observance of German 
lands. Freemasons from many systems were also invited. 

The major published decision for which Wilhemsbad 
is well-known was its decision to “suppress the Strict Obser-
vance” of German nations and “form a new organization 
known as the Charitable Knights of the Holy City.”1 In its 
stead, the Lyon Strict Observance’s rituals of Chevaliers 
Bienfaissants would now supplant those of the Strict Obser-
vance of German nations.

The details of how this decision came about are well-
known. In 1782, thirty-five representatives held a conference 
at Wilhemsbad (pronounced “Vilhemsbad”). This town was 
near the German city of Hanau in the province of Hesse near 
Frankfort-Am-Main. The delegates came from France, Italy, 
Austria, Upper and Lower Germany, Holland, Norway, and 

1. Marino Freschi, L’utopia nel Settecento tedesco (Liguori Editore 2004) 
at 80.
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Russia.2 The participants came from the Templar Strict 
Observance of German and Italian countries as well as the 
Lyon-based French Templars along with their lodges patented 
in a few German cities and elsewhere.3 

Despite the Templarism of the Strict Observance not 
being a Freemason sect in that era, many Freemason encyclo-
pedias and writers acknowledge today they can be called a 
Freemason sect. However, this is backward reading into his-
tory. The Templars were created wholly without authorization 
of the true Freemason regular lodges in the 1760’s in German 
lands.

Yet, one will read that Mackey believes these thirty-
five participants represented one to three million “Freema-
sons” of Europe.4 Another Masonic historian has called the 
Wilhemsbad Conference “the most important Masonic con-
ference of the 18th Century.”5 Other Masons recognize the 
“Assembly of Wilhemsbad is the sole example of a tentative 
universal formulation of the Masonic Order [which no other 
congress was ever able to achieve with the same efficacy].”6

Yet, to repeat, only systems patented by the national 
grand lodges in each nation are those that can officially call 
themselves Freemasons. Baron Hund simply made up this 
system of the Strict Observance. He made it notably different 
than standard Freemasonry by insisting the superiors names 

2. Carlo Francovich, Storia della Massoneria in Italia Dalle Origini alla 
Rivoluzione Francese (Florence: 1974) at 342.

3. Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Ligou, Ed.) (Paris: 1987) at 
1248.

4. Albert G. Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry (rev. ed. E. L. 
Hawkins & W. Highan) (Masonic History Co., 1912) Vol. II, at 849. 

5. Id.
6. “Wilhemsbad,” Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Ligou, Ed.) 

(Paris: 1987) at 1249.
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Publication of the Official Results

would be unknown to their inferiors. They were known as the 
“Unknown Superiors.” Members were Knights Templars not 
masons.

Publication of the Official Results
Mr. Beyrele of Nancy, France, published the official 

results of the Wilhemsbad Congress in De Conventu lator-
morum. He says the congress started out asking “what is the 
true end of the Order? what is its true origin?” The major 
decision of the congress was to abandon the system of the 
German-based Templars in favor of the French-based Tem-
plars. The latter had been founded by Willermoz in direct 
contact with Baron Hund who founded the German-Tem-
plars. Thus, the outcome favored a sister version of the same 
sect.

Hence, by the final decree at Wilhemsbad, the Ger-
man Templars agreed to unify their lodges under the sister 
order of Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance (the new name of the 
French Templars). In addition, the French Templars’ leaders 
were formally made the head of the Templar system and any 
other sect present at the Congress who wished to serve the 
system.7 

7. Comte de Mirabeau, De La Monarchie Prussienne, sous Frederic Le 
Grand Avec Un Appendice (London: 1788), Vol. V, at 74 (citing Bey-
rele’s treatise). Mirabeau actually says that the French Templars 
became the head of European Freemasonry. However, it was only true 
its rituals/rite became supreme among those attending, which did not 
include most national lodge systems — true Freemasonry — of 
Europe.
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Questions Presented
The questions raised here are multi-faceted: Why did 

the Templars call for this Congress? Did their aspirations pro-
vide an open reception for adopting a revolution in France as 
their secret plan? Then we must ask: what were the Illuminati 
doing at a Templar congress, and why were they tolerated? 
We will try to determine whether the Illuminati made any 
proposals that fit their design to create a world republic as 
dreamed of by Rousseau by creating a revolution somewhere 
in the world.

The Congress
 At Wilhemsbad, the participants met in 13 sessions, 

generally twice a week, from July 16th to September 1st of 
1782.8 Most represented the Templar rite of France and Ger-
many. In Germany, the Templars were known as the Strict 
Observance, founded by Baron Hund. In France they started 
as such in direct linkage to Baron Hund but later changed 
their rites and name to Chevaliers de Bienfaissance aka Chev-
aliers Bienfaissants. Nevertheless, leaders of small indepen-
dent sects of Freemasons also convened there. These leaders 
wanted to develop a unified system throughout their lodges in 
Europe. 

One of the leaders of the Strict Observance was Franz 
von Knigge. In 1779, he become a Bavarian Illuminatus and 
he took the alias Philo. Soon thereafter, he had proposed a 
plan to the Strict Observance lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar 
to unite their systems. All lodges would be accredited by hav-

8. Id. The official masonic record of the conference is in J.P.L. Beyrele, 
De conventu latomorum apud Aquas Wilheminas (1782) (2 vols.) See 
Renzo de Felice, Note e Ricerche sugli “Illuminati” e il misticismo riv-
oluzionario (1789-1800) (Roma: Edizioni di storia e letteratura, 1960) 
at 49 and note 8.
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The Congress

ing, at least, the three basic degrees. After Knigge convinced 
these lodges to unite in an improved system, Knigge lobbied 
several others about their need to adopt a similar unified sys-
tem. To accomplish this, Knigge pushed for an international 
conference of Freemason leaders. The purpose of this confer-
ence, as Knigge envisioned it, was to design a system to share 
the benefits of tenets and rituals, and to design a system ame-
nable to all. 

In 1780, Knigge obtained the support for such a con-
ference from the supreme Grand Master of the Strict Obser-
vance, Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick. The duke sent the first 
formal call for this congress in a circular dated March 30, 
1782.9 Brunswick wrote to the Templar Knights whether  
they must examine whether uniting all Freemason sects of 
every variety into a single organization was feasible. Freema-
sonry, since its start in about 1714, had diverged into several 
sects. While each sect called all the members “Freemasons” 
and while they maintained such common traits as the same 
initial three grades of initiation, many sects developed addi-
tional rites or degrees beyond the three primary grades. And 
while they all took the same oath to keep secret all activities 
in the lodge and had common signs of recognition such as 
certain hand gestures or watchwords, some masonic sects 
adopted other oaths and signs. And even a few lodges prac-
ticed occultism, alchemy, and mysticism. 

In the circular of 1782, Duke Ferdinand suggested 
some uniformity must be agreed upon by the masonic leaders. 
Uniformity would allow Freemasons to travel and be 
accepted at other lodges. Also Brunswick urged the masonic 
brethren to find some goal to make members enthusiastic 
about the secrets which the Order taught. In fact, Mirabeau 

9. The idea was first proposed in September 1780 by Duke Ferdinand. He 
asked for a future congress to examine the origins of Freemasonry. In 
particular, the Duke wanted to know whether Freemasonry could be 
united. See Francovich, Storia della Massoneria in Italia Dalle Origini 
alla Rivoluzione Francese, supra, at 337-38.

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


The Wilhemsbad Conference of 1782

 Illuminati of Bavaria                                                                                 6

notes that the letter of Duke Ferdinand posed as the very first 
question at Wilhemsbad — “What is the true goal of the 
Order?”10 The delegates’ curiosity was thereby aroused, and 
they were encouraged to think of Templarism as the superior 
system over all true Freemasonry. It would formulate broad 
and exciting goals in place of what had hitherto been the 
practices of true Freemasonry. 

Illuminati Representatives
The Illuminati sent three representatives to the Con-

gress to influence its agenda. The first was an Austrian, 
Count von Kolowrat (1726-1809). He was officially a dele-
gate on behalf of Freemasons from Vienna.11 Kolowrat was 
not only the Chamberlain to the Emperor of Austria, but also 
the head of a masonic ‘lodge of adoption’ at Vienna.12

Kolowrat had excellent international contacts within 
Freemasonry, being a close friend of Baron de la Chevaliere 
who previously was Grand Master of the lodge of Chevaliers 
de Bienfaissance at Paris. Also, prior to the congress of Wil-
hemsbad, Kolowrat travelled to Paris in 1782 to the Amis 
Reunis lodge. Even though it was a lodge patented by the 
national Grand Orient, the Amis Reunis had added a Templar 
Knight grade in 1779 to unite itself to the Lyon-based Strict 
Observance/Chevaliers de Bienfaissance of Willermoz. 

10.Comte de Mirabeau, De La Monarchie Prussienne (London: 1788), 
supra, Vol. V, at 73, quoting the official record of the congress.

11.Id. 
12. Gustave Bord, La Franc-Maçonneríe en France; des origines a 1816: 

Les Ouvriers de l’Idéme Révolutionnaire (1688-1771) (Paris: Libraire 
Nationale, 1908) (reprinted Geneva-Paris: Slatkine, 1985) at 351 & n. 
4.
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Illuminati Representatives

Kolowrat’s mission in 1782 to Paris was to prepare the 
French delegates for the upcoming Wilhemsbad Congress to 
understand the proposals which would be discussed there.13

The papers seized from the Illuminati by Bavarian 
authorities reveal some of the inner scheming by the Illumi-
nati at the Wilhemsbad Congress.

Knigge, an Illuminati leader, asked Kolowrat to go to 
Wilhemsbad. Knigge explained why to Weishaupt, the Illu-
minati General: “Numenius [Kolowrat] is not yet of much 
use. I am only taking him up [to Wilhemsbad] so as to stop 
his mouth at the Congress; still, if he is well led we can make 
something out of him.”14 

The second Illuminatus at the Wilhemsbad Confer-
ence was Knigge. He attended formally as a representative of 
the Strict Observance from several German states.15 (Knigge 
lived in Frankfort.) Knigge wrote several letters to Weishaupt 
from Wilhemsbad to keep him abreast of developments.

The third Illuminatus who attended was Baron Franz 
von Dittfurth (1738-1791). He came as the official represen-
tative of the Illuminati. Dittfurth was “Minos” within the Illu-
minati Order. Dittfurth’s credentials were prestigious. 
According to a 1785 biography, he was the Assessor of the 
city of Wetzlar. He was also well-known as a legal jurist at 
Wetzlar.16 In addition, Dittfurth was the Grand Master of the 

13.W. K. Firminger, “The Romances of Robinson and Barruel,” Transac-
tions of the Quatro Coronati Lodge, Vol. 50, at 31, 65 (1937). See also, 
Gustave Bord, La Franc-Maçonneríe en France; des origines a 1816: 
Les Ouvriers de l'Idéme Révolutionnaire (1688-1771) (Paris: Libraire 
Nationale, 1908) (reprinted Geneva-Paris: Slatkine, 1985) at 351. Not 
only did Kolowrat participate in the Paris Amis Reunis/Chevaliers de 
Bienfaissance in 1782, he also was a delegate in the 1785 Masonic 
Congress of the Amis Reunis at Paris. These early direct contacts were 
unknown to Robison and Barruel when they tried to theorize Illuminati 
preparation of a French Revolution. 

14.Nachtrag von weitern Originalschriften (Munich: 1787) Vol. I, at 109. 
15.Thomas Frost, The Secret Societies of The European Revolution 

1776-1876 (Strand: Tinseley Brothers, 1876) Vol. I at 41.
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Knights Templar (Strict Observance) Lodge at Wetzlar. He 
had joined the Illuminati in 1780.17 Within the Illuminati 
hierarchy, Dittfurth was the Provincial or governor of “Ionia” 
which encompassed the Circle of Upper Saxony in Germany. 
All provincials were also on the Areopagite council, so he 
was one of Weishaupt’s twelve apostles. 

At the convent, Dittfurth sent those participants to 
Knigge who wanted to join the Illuminati. Knigge set up a 
tent nearby to meet the attendants who were interested in 
enrolling as Illuminati. 

Illuminati Strategy 
The Illuminati’s purpose in all its contacts with other 

fraternal systems was to have the Illuminati be the secret 
acknowledged superiors but without the knowledge of the 
inferiors unless and until they were tapped to advance into the 
deeper secrets. The Illuminati viewed themselves as the supe-
riors of all Freemason sects to which they attached them-
selves. A sort of Octopus attaching itself to a whale.

For example, Cagliostro joined the Strict Observance 
in 1777 in London. However, when Cagliostro in Frankfurt-
am-Main in 1780 attended at a Templar Strict Observance 
lodge, he was recruited by what he were two superiors who 
were “Illuminati.” 

I met with two men, whom I cannot reveal,... 
but they were chiefs of the Illuminati.... In the 
middle was a table, upon which I saw a metal 
chest, that contained a quantity of writing, 
among which... was a manuscript... upon 

16.“Dittfurth,” Biographische Nachrichten von den jetzlebenden rechts-
gelehrten in Deutschland (Halle: 1785) at 50.

17.Costanza initiated him. Costanza must have been a useful recruiter. He 
also initiated Knigge into the Illuminati.
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Illuminati Strategy

which was written, “We Grand Masters of the 
Templars,” followed by oaths and expressions 
that were [meant to] horrify, but which I could 
not recall, and it contained obligations to 
destroy despotic sovereigns. This formula was 
written in blood, and it had eleven signatures, 
among which my guide said he was the first. I 
cannot remember the names of all the men who 
signed but I will call them N. N. N. N. N. N. N. 
N. These signatures signified the names of the 
Grand Masters of the Illuminati; but in reality 
my guide did not make me, nor did I know, 

how it [this order] came to exist. 18

In this example from Cagliostro’s testimony in 1789, 
we see fulfillment of a cardinal tenet of the Order. In the Illu-
minatus Dirigens (Scotch Knight) degree, the candidate was 
instructed that “[i]n all Mason Lodges we must try secretly to 
get the upper hand.” The instructions added, “We must 
endeavor to get the disposal of the money of the lodges of the 
Freemasons. . . .”19 

The Illuminatus Dirigens further bound himself to 
“consider and treat the Illuminati as the Superiors of Free-
masonry, and endeavor in all the Mason Lodges, which he 
frequents, to have the Masonry of the Illuminati, and partic-
ularly the Scotch Noviate [sic: Noviciate], introduced into the 
Lodge.”20 

18.G. Barberri, Compendio della vita, e delle gesta di Giuseppe Balsamo 
denominato Il Conte Cagliostro che si è estratto dal processo contro di 
lui formato in Roma l’anno 1790. E che può servire di scorta per con-
scere l'indole della Setta de’ libri muratori (Rome: Stamperia della 
Rev. Camera Apost., 1791) at 95-96 (emphasis added).

19. John Robison, Proofs of a Conspiracy (N.Y.: George Forman, 1798), 
supra, at 102.

20.John Robison, Proofs of a Conspiracy (N.Y.: George Forman, 1798), 
supra, at 102.
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As we see, however, in the case of Cagliostro, the 
Illuminati already had infiltrated the Strict Observance lodge 
at Frankfurt.

It appears more than likely that the Illuminati had 
already created this bond with the Lyon-based system of 
Willermoz. The Lyon-based Strict Observance had founded 
what later was known as Lodge Theodore at Munich which 
by 1780 had become so dominated by the Illuminati, they 
regarded it as their headquarters. Yet, this put the Illuminati in 
direct contact with the Templar Lyon-Strict Observance sys-
tem of Willermoz.

If the Octopus of the Illuminati was already on the 
back of the Templar Lyon-Strict Observance, and a fourth 
degree added on top of the standard three but which repre-
sented the Illuminati as superiors, then all the Illuminati had 
to do at the Wilhemsbad Congress was make sure that the 
Lyon-based Strict Observance’s system supplant all those of 
Germany, England, etc. where the Strict Observance of Ger-
man origin had spread. 

Dittfurth’s Speeches 
At the congress, Dittfurth gave several speeches on 

behalf of the Illuminati in which he advocated both a unified 
system for Freemasonry as well as a fourth degree to be 
added on top of the basic three degrees of Freemasonry. 
These speeches are contained as part of the official account of 
the congress by Beyrele. 

Dittfurth started by first attacking other rivals of the 
Illuminati. He told the delegates that the Templar System of 
the German-based Strict Observance was illegitimate and 
anachronistic for the times. (The French were no longer 
called the “Strict Observance,” but instead called themselves 
Chevaliers Bienfaissants.) Dittfurth called upon Freemasonry 
to rebuild itself upon the sole foundation of the perfectibility 
and equality of all men. Dittfurth then made a joke of all reli-
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Mirabeau Explains Dittfurth’s Strategy

gious faith and denied the rights of nobles and princes to arro-
gate to themselves privileges in civil society. At the end of 
this speech, Dittfurth declared that the congress ought to 
begin a new Freemasonry, united as one and divided only by 
national borders, with all masonic brothers equal.21 Finally, 
Dittfurth demanded a fourth higher grade be added to the 
three degrees of standard Freemasonry. He said this degree 
should be reserved for the best students of Freemasonry.22 

Mirabeau Explains Dittfurth’s Strategy
The explanation of the Illuminati’s intent behind pro-

posing a fourth degree in Freemasonry comes from a surpris-
ing source — Mirabeau. Mirabeau had clearly joined the 
Bavarian Illuminati by at least 1786-1787 during a trip to 
Berlin.23   In Mirabeau’s private effects were papers which 
not only confirm his membership in the Illuminati, but also 
reveal the intent behind the fourth degree Dittfurth proposed 
at Wilhemsbad. After Mirabeau’s death in 1791, his family 
found among his effects a document entitled Memorandum of 
Archesilaus.24 It was written entirely in French. It clearly is a 
key to understanding Dittfurth’s proposal. 

21.P. Maruzzi, Notizie e documenti, etc. (1930) at 53-54, cited in Francov-
ich, Storia della Massoneria in Italia Dalle Origini alla Rivoluzione 
Francese, supra, at 344.

22.René Le Forestier, La Franc-Maçonnerie Templiere et Occultiste Anx 
XVIII et XIX Siecles, supra, at 366. This proposal was initially rejected. 
Dittfurth wrote on August 8th to the Areopagites (the Illuminati's rul-
ing council) that he planned to leave. He had been in the congress three 
weeks at this point. He did not leave, and the proposal met with sub-
stantial success three weeks later. Knigge later reported that Minos saw 
to it that “everything comported with our plan.”

23.On Mirabeau’s membership in the Illuminati, see Index.
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Archesilaus was the Illuminati alias of Mirabeau’s 
good friend at Brunswick (just a league from Berlin), named 
Mauvillon. It is generally recognized that Mauvillon is an 
uncredited co-writer with Mirabeau On the Prussian Monar-
chy which was published in 1788. As to Mauvillon, we 
already saw Knigge patting himself on the back for recruiting 
Mauvillon. Yet, the handwriting of the Memorandum of 
Archesilaus is clearly that of Mirabeau’s secretary.25 

In the Memorandum, Archesilaus proposed to Free-
mason leaders that they should establish an Inner Group as a 
fourth grade on top of Freemasonry. It would be reserved for 
the best recruits. Archesilaus added that “it will be advanta-
geous to form an inner (association) society (circle) of the 
most virtuous, benevolent, and enlightened Freemasons.” 
This inner circle should turn the Freemasons toward political 
objectives without the general body of Freemasons ever 

24. The Memorandum of Arcelisaus is in the Memoirs of Mirabeau 
(1835) Vol. II at 184 et seq., available in full text through Books-goo-
gle.

Another copy of the entire plan was reprinted in Bro. Lt.-Col. H.C. Bruce 
Wilson, “Mirabeau's Scheme for the Political Penetration of Freema-
sonry,” Ars Quatuor Coronatorum Vol. LVII (W.J. Parrett Ltd., 1947) 
at 139-48. 

The Memorandum was also reprinted in “Les Idées de Mirabeau,” Révo-
lution Française, Vol. 4, No. 2 (Oct. 1882).

25.Mirabeau’s son prepared his Memoires. This son remarked about the 
authenticity of the Archesilaus Memorandum, and believed the date 
1776 was true, placing Mirabeau in Holland when this was supposedly 
written. He had no clue how Archesilaus unravels the true date as 
1786, not 1776: “Mirabeau had early entered an association of Freema-
sonry. This affiliation had accredited him to a Dutch lodge, and it 
seems that, either spontaneously or in response to a request, he thought 
of proposing an organization of which we possess the plan, written not 
by his own hand . . . but by the hand of a copyist whom Mirabeau had 
attached to himself . . . This work appears to have been that of Mira-
beau; all his opinions, his principles, and his style will be found here.” 
Mémoires de Mirabeau écrits lui-même, par son pére, son oncle, et son 
fils adoptif, et précedés d’une étude sur Mirabeau par Victor Hugo 
(1834) Vol. III, at 47. 
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Illuminati Recruits At The Congress

knowing. Archesilaus said a new initiation system could pre-
vent anyone except those at the top from knowing what the 
full secret of the Order was.26 

Archesilaus also revealed what would be the political 
objectives imparted in this inner circle. They were precisely 
those later put forward in the French Revolution, as a Mira-
beau biographer, F. Barthou, has correctly noted.27 

Thus, when Dittfurth put forward this same idea of a 
fourth degree at the Wilhemsbad Congress to be imposed on 
masonic systems which the Templars could ally with, we can 
recognize it was to be used in the manner which Mirabeau 
and Mauvillon discussed in the Memorandum of Archesilaus. 
That memorandum was in effect the intimate revelation of 
what the Illuminati intended by having a higher circle of ini-
tiates added on top of the standard three degrees of masonry. 
As the Memorandum revealed, this inner circle would recruit 
Freemasons to serve political objectives. 

We will next examine whether the Illuminati tried to 
pass these proposals at Wilhemsbad.

Illuminati Recruits At The Congress

Introduction

If the Illuminati had an agenda they sought adopted at 
Wilhemsbad, the direct strategy for its acceptance would be 
to lobby delegates to accept their proposals. An indirect 
means would be enlisting the delegate as a member of the 
Illuminati. We can even imagine the Illuminati would make 
every effort to recruit the delegates so that their proposals 
could be, by the end of the Congress, guaranteed. This section 

26.Antonina Vallentin, Mirabeau (trans. E.W. Dickes) (New York: The 
Viking Press, 1948) at 115 (summarizing Memorandum of Archelaus). 

27. F. Barthou, Mirabeau, at 57.
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asks whether the Illuminati bound many or most of the dele-
gations by oaths of obedience to the Illuminati Order in 
advance of the final decisions at the congress. 

Initiates at the Congress

Dittfurth’s speech at Wilhemsbad in 1782 stirred the 
attendants to inquire about the Illuminati. Knigge watched 
Dittfurth’s progress at the congress, and reported back to 
Weishaupt. These reports were among the papers seized from 
the Illuminati, and published by the Bavarian government 
between 1786 and 1787. 

The first fruit was Knigge began negotiating with the 
leaders of the Zinnendorf branch of breakaway Templars in 
Germany. And he obtained simultaneously the confidence of 
many other leading lights of Freemasonry. Toward the middle 
of the Congress, Knigge reported to Weishaupt “[a]ll are 
ecstatic about our primary work.”28 Knigge added: “The 
deputies at Wilhemsbad almost all came over to me and as 
they learned the news (I know not why) of the existence of 
our association, they all solicited me, even the [Prince] de 
H[esse], to accept them. But I believe it best to make them 
mostly sign [a basic oath]..., enjoining them also to the secret, 
and to communicate to no one amongst them the smallest 
writing during the convent.”29 

We shall see later in the 1821 memoir of Charles of 
Hesse (Charles-Constantin de Hesse-Rheinfels-Rotenburg 
(1752-1821) that what Knigge was saying about the success 
of the Illuminati at the congress was true. Charles of Hesse, a 
most likeable fellow and a life-long afficionado of the ancient 

28. Henry Coston, La Conjuration des Illuminés (Paris: Diffusion, La 
Libraire Francaise, 1979) at xxxix.

29. Einige original-schriften des illuminaten-ordens, welche lry dem 
gewessenen Regierungsrath Zwack, durch vorgenommene lausvisita-
tion zu Landshut den 11ten und 12ten October 1786, vorgegunden 
worden, auf haechsten befehl seiner churfursslichen dusrchlaucht zum 
druck befoerdert (Munich: 1787) at 211-12 (emphasis added). 
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Egyptian religion, in his autobiographical memoir dated 1821 
said the Illuminati “were able to gain most of the deputies [at 
Wilhemsbad] to their system.”30 Based upon the Illuminati 
papers, Gruber says “Illuminated Freemasonry... had already 
gained such a reputation that almost all the members of the 
convention [of Wilhemsbad] clamored for admission into the 
new institution.”31

J.C. Bode’s Entry into the Illuminati
An important Illuminati recruit at Wilhemsbad was 

Johann C. Bode (1730-1793). Dittfurth gained Bode. J.C. 
Bode first joined a Freemason lodge in 1761. From 1762-63, 
J.C. Bode was editor of Hamburischer Correspondent. He 
gained minor fame as the German translator of Stern’s Senti-
mental Journey. He also had written a few books himself, but 
he was not famous. Yet, it was Bode who launched the suc-
cessful literary career of Goethe by publishing his Goetz von 
Berlichingen. Bode also was the publisher of other literary 
giants — Lessing and Klopstock.32

Beginning in 1778, Bode lived in the city-state of 
Weimar. There he became a Man of Affairs to the widow of 
the Minister of State of Saxe-Gotha, von Bernstorff. Within 
the world of Freemasonry, Bode had achieved a high rank. In 
fact, by 1782, he was a leader of the Strict Observance in 
Northern Germany. For these reasons, Bode was sent to Wil-
hemsbad by Duke Ernst of Saxe-Gotha (1745-1802) as his 
personal ambassador to the Wilhemsbad Congress.33 A com-

30. See infra discussion of the memoir.
31. Herm Gruber, “Illuminati,”, The Catholic Encyclopedia (New York: 

Robert Appleton Co., 1910) Vol. VII at 661.
32.“Bode,” Ligou, Ed., Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (1987), 

supra, at 144.
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plete biography of Bode is contained in the work, Fragmente 
der Biographie des verstorbenes-Freyherr Bode in Weimar, 
mit zuverlassigen Urkunden (Riom: 1795)   

After learning of the Illuminati’s goals from Dittfurth 
and Knigge at the congress, Bode pledged to Knigge that he 
would help push a resolution to disband the Strict Obser-
vance. He also agreed to all of Dittfurth’s other proposals. 
Knigge formally initiated Bode into the Illuminati during the 
Wilhemsbad Congress. Bode took the name “Amelius.” He 
was an important recruit for that congress. For Knigge cred-
ited him (in his letters to Weishaupt) with the enrollment of 
many of the thirty-five delegates at Wilhemsbad. Because 
Bode recognized his influential role for the Illuminati, he 
forced Knigge to advance him to the rank of Illuminatus 
Major by the end of the congress.

Over the next few years, Bode emerged as an impor-
tant Illuminatus member. This is no surprise because Bode 
lived near Gotha, and was Minister of State to the same ruler 
who employed Weishaupt as a counselor. So Bode was work-
ing for the same government leader in the same city of Gotha 
where Weishaupt lived — so it is no great stretch to imagine 
that they had agreed it would be best that Bode was the offi-
cial new leader. We cannot know whether this was just for 
appearances or it was real. This underscores, however, how 
key Bode later became.   

After Wilhemsbad, Bode zealously initiated many 
prominent Freemasons into the Illuminati. For example, Bode 
initiated Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick as an Illuminatus, 
alias “Josephus.” 

33.Thomas Frost, The Secret Societies of the European Revolution, 1776-
1876 (London: 1876) Vol. I at 41. Duke Ernst, Bode’s patron, would 
later give Weishaupt, the founder of the Illuminati, legal asylum in 
1786. (See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_II,_Duke_of_Saxe-
Gotha-Altenburg.) He also gave Weishaupt a minister’s post which 
Weishaupt held onto until he died in 1830. This same Duke Ernst sup-
ported revolutionary activities in Holland.
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Bode also enlisted Prince Karl von Hesse as 
“Aaron.”34 Karl Von Hesse was a prince in the city-state of 
Hesse in northern Germany. He joined the Illuminati at the 
Wilhemsbad Congress although he confessed later he did not 
know the full scope of the plan until 1783. 

Bode also enrolled a famous prince at Weimar, Karl 
August. In addition, we find on the Illuminati rolls Duke 
Louis Ernst of Gotha whom Bode represented at Wilhems-
bad. Soon also Bode’s friend Friedrich Nicolai, a Berlin 
bookseller, joined the Illuminati as “Lucian.” Nicolai was the 
editor of the renown Universal Germany Library. Nicolai 
later defended in a book dedicated to the issue the Illuminati, 
and his membership in the Order. It was through Nicolai that 
the Order added Mirabeau as a member at Berlin. Bode also 
added to the Illuminati the famous writers Herder and Goethe 
(alias “Abaris”) who resided with him at Weimar.35   

Other attendants of Wilhemsbad included the cabinet 
ministers to the king of Prussia. These were: Bischoffswer-
der, Lt. General and Minister of War; Woellner, Minister of 
State and Chief of the Department of Ecclesiastical Affairs; 
and Haugwitz.36 Bischoffswerder and Woellner became 
members of the Illuminati. Together with Duke Ferdinand, 
the chairman at Wilhemsbad, these men by ingenious misdi-

34. Francovich, Storia della Massoneria in Italia Dalle Origini alla Riv-
oluzione Francese, supra, at 347.

35. Menzel, supra, vol. III at 1330. See also Chapter Seven. On Mirabeau, 
see also Chapter Two of book two, Magical Misdirection.

36.René Le Forestier, La Franc-Maçonnerie Templiere et Occultiste Anx 
XVIII et XIX Siecles (Paris & Louvain: Antoine Farvai, 1970) at 715; 
Le Forestier, Les Illuminés, supra, at 368. Another convert to the Illu-
minati was Wundt. He lived and worked in Munich and Heidelberg. He 
promised to aid the Illuminati in the Palatinate of Germany, Knigge 
recorded. Wundt had come to Wilhemsbad representing the Strict 
Observance of Munich, although he had recently moved to Heidelberg. 
In return for Wundt’s pledge, the Illuminati rewarded him by having 
the Count of Neuweid soon name Wundt as Chancellory Director in 
charge of appointments. His salary was 1200 florins. 
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rection were responsible greatly for the success of the French 
Revolution of 1792. A brief digression is necessary to explain 
this.

Impact Of Berlin Illuminati On French Revolution

At Berlin, Bischoffswerder and Wöllner enrolled the 
future king of Prussia, Frederick Wilhem, when he was still 
only the Crown Prince. These men exploited the king’s dis-
like of Jacobins who threatened the king of France. These 
Illuminati tricked the Prussian king into accepting their loy-
alty by insisting Prussia attack France. King Frederick Wil-
hem unwisely put Duke Ferdinand, the Chairman at 
Wilhemsbad, in charge of his armies. Duke Ferdinand in the 
summer of 1792 brought Prussian armies to the borders of 
France, but then provoked a total Jacobin revolution by his 
absurd threatenings in his infamous Brunswick Manifesto of 
July 1792. He said he would raze any city which injured the 
French king. This legitimized revolution at Paris, as the radi-
cals predictably responded by seizing the king to serve as a 
hostage to bargain with Ferdinand of Brunswick who was 
pretending to be a madman. 

The threat was never real, and the Illuminized revolu-
tionaries back at Paris had to know this. The proof was in the 
pudding. Ferdinand of Brunswick then backed off from ever 
attacking France. He allowed the revolution of 1792, includ-
ing the king’s execution, to proceed effectively unmolested 
by him. Contemporaries of the era visiting Paris called this 
“retreat of the Prussians” when they had an open door to seize 
Paris “the mysterious conduct of the Duke of Brunswick...” 
and the “extraordinary conduct of the court of Berlin.”37 
Nothing could explain it because the French army was “in a 

37.William Augustus Miles, The Correspondence of William Augustus 
Miles on the French Revolution, 1789-1817 (1890)  Vol. I at 341 (letter 
of November 5, 1792).
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terrible state of insubordination, in a state of mutiny....”38 
which would be no match for the best army of Europe — the 
Prussian Army.

How this ruse of the Brunswick Manifestor worked in 
conjunction with Jacobins to realize the Revolution of August 
10, 1792 will be detailed in a later volume.

Back To Illuminati Recruiting At Wilhemsbad

Dietrich was another participant at Wilhemsbad who 
joined the Illuminati. His Illuminati alias was “Omarius.”39 
He later took an active role in the French Revolution. In fact, 
he co-wrote the famous song Marseillaise that French armies 
sang in battle during the revolutionary period. Prior to the 
Revolution of 1792, he became the Mayor of Strasbourg in 
Alsace-Lorraine, France. This region was added to France 
during the seventeenth century, but most of its citizens were 
German-speaking.40 

Other Attendees

While we cannot know every delegate who became an 
Illuminatus at the congress — Knigge did not give all their 
names, we know most joined. So it is useful to record the 
names and backgrounds of several others who attended at 
Wilhemsbad. 

First, several leaders from the Templar Amis Reunis 
lodges centered at Lyons, France came: J.B. Willermoz 
(1730-1824), Comte de Virieu and Gaspard de Svaron. Their 
colleague, Marquis de Chefdebien, came from Paris as an 
envoy for the Parisian Amis Reunis (Templars). This Freema-
son system had lodges in Paris and throughout France. From 

38.Id., at 341.
39. Le Forestier, Les Illuminés, supra, at 653 n 2.
40. Thomas Frost, The Secret Societies of the European Revolution, 

supra, Vol. I, at 47.
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the 1760’s they claimed to be the revived Templars of the 
13th Century. Around 1774 they became allied with the Strict 
Observance of Germany, which had been making the same 
claim.41

Another French Freemason at the congress was 
Chappes de la Henrière, a military man. He came as the rep-
resentative of the Préfectures of Metz and Nancy (cities of 
France). Henrière was a leading member of the German-
based Strict Observance which had established lodges in both 
of these French cities.42

Lavater, a Swiss chemist who had proclivities toward 
the occult, came representing his own system. (Lavater was a 
friend of the Illuminatus Cagliostro at Paris.) He also came as 
a delegate for the Prefects of Naples and Verone — two cities 
in Italy. Another participant was the close friend of Willer-
moz, Dr. Sebastian Giraud, a leading Freemason in Piedmont 
and Turin, Italy.43 Another Italian, Baron Gamba of Perosa, 
an occultist and protector of the famous Giacomo Casanova, 
also attended.44

Schwanz came on behalf of Freemasons from Russia 
as well as Brunswick, Hanover, Roenigsborg, and Batavia 
(regions of Northern Germany and Europe). Colonel de 
Koeppen arrived as a delegate of the Prefect of Copenhagen, 

41.Francovich, Storia della Masonneria in Italia Dalle Origini alla Riv-
oluzione Francese, supra, at 247. Ligou refers to letters sent by 
Chefdebien from Wilhemsbad during the congress to Salvalette de 
Lange. See “Salvalette,” Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Ligou, 
Ed.) (1987) at 1088.

42. W.K. Firminger, “The Romances of Robinson and Barruel,” Transac-
tions of the Quatro Coronati Lodge, Vol. 50, supra, at 36 n.2.

43. Carlo Francovich, Storia della Massoneria in Italia Dalle Origini alla 
Rivoluzione Francese, supra, at 247, 344. In 1775, Dr. Giraud became 
the masonic Grand Prior of Italy. Id.

44. Id. at 344. 
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Norway. Earlier, both Schwanz and Koeppen joined the Tem-
plar “Amis Reunis” of Lyons, France. Waechter, a Prussian 
Minister, represented Freemasons from Berlin. 

 With all this kindling wood of personalities, the Illu-
minati entered as a flame ready to incite the spirits of these 
men with a noble project to create a masonic republic of vir-
tue. What the Illuminati really would do, if control were 
given to them, was probably only half-way understood by 
those at Wilhemsbad. 

The decisions made at Wilhemsbad contained in offi-
cial records are discussed in the next chapter. These decisions 
are important to review because they demonstrate the power 
of the Illuminati. 

Official Results of Wilhemsbad 
The Wilhemsbad Congress of 1782 adopted the essen-

tial proposals of Dittfurth. Knigge reported to Weishaupt that 
“Minos [Dittfurth] sees that everything comports with our 
plan.” In a letter dated at the conclusion of the congress in 
1782, Knigge explained this to Weishaupt: 

I have set myself en route on the 22nd, by 
Avaris [Wilhemsbad], where I have promised 
Amelius [Bode] to come on the 23rd, and I in 
effect came there. Now, having informed you of 
my arrangements with him, I shall return to it a 

little later.45

45. Einige original-schriften des illuminaten-ordens, welche lry dem 
gewessenen Regierungsrath Zwack, durch vorgenommene lausvisita-
tion zu Landshut den 11ten und 12ten October 1786, vorgegunden 
worden, auf haechsten befehl seiner churfursslichen dusrchlaucht zum 
druck befoerdert (Munich: 1787) at 209-211 (emphasis added).
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Knigge was saying he had left Wilhemsbad but prom-
ised Bode (alias Amelius) to return, and did so after the con-
gress to further train Bode. Knigge continues: 

As was allowed at the Convent of Wilhemsbad, 
the distinguished Superiors [of the Strict 
Observance/Freemasonry] allowed me the care 
to do what’s best for the good of the Order, so 
that I should find the good according to the cir-
cumstances. But none of the deputies [at first] 
were in very close relation to my work since I 
didn't accept them immediately (and as has 
been the case, I myself will not have time to 
teach them sufficiently), I therefore had every 
reason to abdicate, and my presence at Wil-
hemsbad became also completely superfluous, 
furthermore as Brother Minos [Dittfurth] was 
able to at least watch that nothing was decided 

upon that completely opposed our designs.46 

Knigge was saying that until he recruited the dele-
gates, few were interested in the Illuminati's agenda. He felt 
free to leave because Dittfurth made sure everything contin-
ued according to plan. Knigge next writes:

Upon my advice, he [Dittfurth] worked princi-
pally for us on the following points:

1. An agreement of all the Systems was realized 
upon the lower Three Grades of Free Masons, 
that they will reciprocally recognize as legiti-
mate and not as heresy all lodges that work 
according to the ancient customs within the 
three symbolic grades; and to maintain close 
supervision on the choice of their members;

46. Id.
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2. That within ordinary Freemasons, no ques-
tion will be entertained of the higher grades or 
of the unknown Superiors;

3. That all members send money to the Highest 
Superiors should cease;

4. That a new book of Constitution should be 
made;

5. That all members of Lodges choose their 
masters and the lodges their Directors;

6. That no one who pretends to be a member of 
the higher grades can take any advantage 
within general Freemasonry but to contrary 

must show his certificates.47 

Thus, by the end of the Congress, Knigge made so 
much headway by enlisting delegates as Illuminati, that the 
Order obtained the decisions listed above. 

Masonic historians have also described the decisions 
of the Convent leaders. They match Knigge’s list. Let’s 
review what they independently relate. 

First, the Congress agreed that all brothers were now 
freely accepted in other lodges throughout Europe.48 From 
the Illuminati's perspective, this allowed them easily to infil-
trate and take-over Freemason lodges. 

Second, the delegates abolished the German Templar 
rites in favor of the French Templar system. The German 
Templars, otherwise known as the Strict Observance, “cov-
ered almost totally all German Masons” by this time.49 The 
titles, regalia, and organization of German Templars would 

47. Id.
48.René Le Forestier, La Franc-Maçonnerie Templiere et Occultiste Anx 

XVIII et XIX Siecles, supra, at 367-68.
49.Ligou, Ed., Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Paris: 1987) at 32.
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still exist, but the ritual would be replaced by another system. 
This system was agreed to be from the French Templars' sys-
tem. It was now to called the Rectified Scottish Rite.50 And 
Le Forestier concedes that this was adopted by virtue of the 
speech of Dittfurth, the Illuminati representative at the Con-
gress. The Illuminati plan was to gain all of these lodges in 
Germany by this alteration.51

Third, it was agreed to add a fourth degree. This 
degree would be the Chivalrous Knights Degree. This rite 
ostensibly came from the Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance of 
Lyons, France. (The Amis Reunis at Paris in 1778 also united 
into this system.)52 By incorporating this French Templar 
rite, the delegates at Wilhemsbad agreed to give the German 
Templars the instructions in the fourth degree (Scotch 
Degree) of the Lyons-based Templar System.53

This all accords with what Knigge said. What became 
of the fourth degree? And how did it change Freemasonry?

The Chevaliers announced creation of four degrees—
one more on top of the traditional three. This was called the le 
Rite Ecossais Rectifé. Then, after one reached the third grade, 
one would find out that there was a next grade but oddly it 
was called the sixth grade. (Why this jump exists is not clear.) 
In that next grade, there it “existed as a double secret classe, 
which is the Profession and the Grande Profession.”54 So 

50. See B. Guillemain, “La Franc-Maçonnerie comme utopie: J.B. Willer-
moz,” Le discours utopique, 259-68, discussed in Billington, Fire in 
the Minds of Men, supra, at 544 fn. 133. See also Ligou, Ed., Dic-
tionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Paris: 1987) at 32.

51. Le Forestier, Les Illuminés, supra, at 367. See also, A. Mathiez, “Bib-
liographie. Forestier, Les Illumines, etc.,” Annales Révolutionnaires 
VIII, at 433 (1916).

52.See “Secret Societies in France As of 1782 — The Level of Illuminati 
Penetration Prior to Wilhemsbad” on page 1 et seq.

53.Gerard Serbanesco, Historie de la Franc-Maçonnerie Universelle 
(Paris: Demonge, 1966), Vol. II, at 413 n. See also Ligou, Ed., Dic-
tionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Paris: 1987) at 32.

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Illuminati of Bavaria                                                                                  25

Official Results of Wilhemsbad

one class within the next grade was secret within the order? 
The Grand Profession. But it was more than just a secret 
class. 

An official masonic publication in 1969 explained. 
“At the convent of Wilhemsbad, it came into official exist-
ence.... [But] the Grand Profession is not to be confused with 
a masonic grade nor a chivalrous degree.” It was unique 
within Freemasonry. No degrees (other than in the Illuminati) 
like this can be found in Masonry. The same masonic publica-
tion explains that the Grand Profession was the “supreme 
class of the [Templar] Order of Chevaliers Bienfaissants,... 
whose inferior classes would be tested and those found as 
worthy initiates, after the requisite proofs, would be given 
knowledge of the mysteries of the ancient and primitive 
Masonry as well as receive the final explanations of the 
emblems, symbols, and allegories of Masonry.”55 It con-
cludes that “its secrets are incapable of expression, and it 
therefore formed, of itself, a secret class.” 

So Wilhemsbad Convent decided to create a secret 
class over the masons that the Templars influenced which the 
masons would have no idea even existed. It would be totally 
different from normal grades and degrees because its very 
existence would be unknown until one was ready to be initi-
ated into it. And this degree purported to give a final secret 
that explained all things about masonry from a Templar per-
spective. Clearly, this was again well-suited to the Illuminati, 
and virtually identical to their very own structure.

Fourth, the Wilhemsbad Congress officially decided 
to make the Chevaliers (Knights) de la Bienfaissance cen-
tered in Lyons, France, the ruling organization over the rem-
nants of the German-based Templar Strict Observance. 

54.“Grand Profession,” Ligou, Ed., La Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçon-
nerie (1987), supra, at 526.

55.Le Symbolisme (October-November 1969) at 63-67, as quoted by 
Ligou, Ed., Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie (1987), supra, at 
526.
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Mirabeau confirmed this in his History of the Prussian Mon-
archy. He said that the Wilhemsbad Convent abandoned the 
system of the German Templars and in its place the congress 
put the order of “Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance” at the 
head.56 

More technically, the Chevalier Profes degree of the 
Strict Observance was replaced by the Grand Profession 
secret class.57 The Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie 
(Paris: 1987) explains that the “official record of the [Wil-
hemsbad] assembly makes it appear as a total success for 
Willermoz.”58 The same masonic dictionary says that J.P.L. 
Beyerlé (Prefect of the Rite of Nancy) — the man who wrote 
the official history of the Wilhemsbad Congress entitled De 
conventu latomorum apud Aquas Wilheminas (2 vols.) 
(Nancy, France: 1782) — also wrote a book where “he 
attacked with vehemence... the conclusions at Wilhemsbad.” 
It adds: “The principal grievance of the denunciation was the 
affiliation with the Templars.”59 Apparently he meant he did 
not like this new association with the French Templar lodges 
at Lyons. 

We should not misunderstand this decision to make 
the French Templars at Lyons the head of the remnants of the 
Strict Observance. They were partners, not rivals of the Chev-
aliers de la Bienfaissance. Unknown to Robison, Barruel, and 

56.Mirabeau, De La Monarchie, supra, Vol. V, at 74. The Encyclopedia 
of Freemasonry also suggests this by saying the Rite of the Strict 
Observance was abolished at the Congress. See “Wilhemsbad,” 
Mackey, Ed., Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, supra, at Vol. VII, at 849. 
This necessarily raises the question of what replaced it.

57.Ligou, Ed., supra, at 527 col. 1.
58.Ligou, Ed., “Willermoz,” Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie 

(Paris: 1987) at 1252. 
59.Id. This book was apparently Beyerlé’s, Essai sur la Franc-Maçonne-

rie ou But essential et fondamental de la F. M.; de la possibilité et la 
nécessité de la réunion des différens Systême ou Branches de la M.; du 
Régime convenable à ces Systêmes réunis, et des Loix Mac. (Paris: 
B.N.H., 1784).

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Illuminati of Bavaria                                                                                  27

Official Results of Wilhemsbad

others who long ago sought to find the Illuminati role in the 
French Revolution, the Illuminati had merged or formed a 
partnership with the Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance of France 
by 1782. There are several proofs.

Proof of Prior Illuminati Merger with Chevaliers de la 
Bienfaissance

First, we know the Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance sys-
tem (Templars) of Lyons showed signs as early as 1779 of 
adding rites and forms uniquely created by the Bavarian Illu-
minati.60 This happened because the Illuminati took over 
quickly a Strict Observance founded at Munich by the Lyons 
branch under Willermoz’s jurisdiction. In 1775, the S.O. of 
Lyons, France had sent emissaries to Munich to found a 
lodge. This lodge was called the Lodge Theodore du Bon 
Conseil of Munich, Bavaria. (In 1779, it also received patents 
from the Berling Royal York.) By 1780, it had become the 
headquarters of the Illuminati itself, while simultaneously 
maintaining all of its ties to the Strict Observance Templars 
of France61 — who since 1778 renamed themselves as the 
Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance — thereby divorcing them-
selves from allegiance to the German Strict Observance. 

Documents from 1782 that were photographed in 
René Le Forestier’s book, Les Illuminés de Baviere, establish 
this lodge retained its official patents from France and com-
municated to its members in French, even though the German 
Illuminati controlled the lodge. The partnership seems to 
have been sealed by the visit of a national superior of the Illu-
minati, Kolowrat, in early 1782 to the Amis Reunis lodge of 

60. See Chapter Seven.
61.John Robison, Proofs of a Conspiracy (N.Y.: 1798), supra, at 57. Le 

Forestier reports this lodge always continued to use French in its offi-
cial documents. 
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Paris.62 Since 1778, the Amis Reunis lodge had formed an 
alliance with the Lyons Strict Observance system of Willer-
moz, from that point known as the Chevaliers Bienfaisants.63

It was further cemented by the visit of Willermoz, the 
head of the French Chevaliers Bienfaisants, to Munich for 
almost eight months after the Wilhemsbad Congress. He 
stayed in Munich from about September 1782 through May 
1783. He learned more about the secrets imparted by the Illu-
minati obviously when he visited his affiliate, Lodge The-
odore, which the Illuminati by then had made their 
headquarters.64 

Second, Mirabeau boasted of the partnership of the 
Illuminati and the Chevaliers (Templars) through Lodge The-
odore. Mirabeau, an Illuminatus himself, wrote in 1788 in his 
On the Prussian Monarchy “the Lodge Theodore du Bon 
Conseil at Munich [Bavaria], [is] where we find these men 
[the Illuminati] at its head and heart” whereupon the “chiefs 
of the Lodge [Theodore] [i.e., the Lyons Strict Observance, 
later named Chevaliers Bienfaisants] resolved to enter their 
branch with...the Order of the Illuminati.”65 Mirabeau is 

62.See “Illuminati Visits To French Lodges” on page 1 et seq.
63.See “Secret Societies in France As of 1782 — The Level of Illuminati 

Penetration Prior to Wilhemsbad” on page 1 et seq.
64.According to a letter from Willermoz to Marquis de Chefdebien, 

Firminger infers that Willermoz returned from Munich to Lyons in 
May 1783. See W.K. Firminger, “The Romances of Robinson and Bar-
ruel,” Transactions of the Quatro Coronati Lodge, Vol. 50 (1937) at 35 
n.2. During the 1785 masonic congress at Paris, those who spoke in 
favor of Willermoz’s system made reference to this well-known pro-
tracted visit. Le Forestier summarized their speeches: 

“Most at the convent formally announced the most favorable opinion on 
the vision, understanding, and associates of The Very Respectable 
Brother, Willermoz, old Freemason of Lyons, afterwards at the Con-
vent of Wilhemsbad, [then] among the Germans.” Le Forestier, Con-
vent due Philalethes, supra, at 45.

65.Mirabeau, De La Monarchie, supra, Vol. V, at 96-103.
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thereby mentioning that the Chevaliers Bienfaissants (Tem-
plars of France) and Illuminati merged into a partnership 
through their contacts at Lodge Theodore of Munich. 

Third, reliable sources concur that the triumph by the 
French Templars —— the Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance — 
at Wilhemsbad also meant the Illuminati were victorious. For 
example, the authoritative Grand Encyclopedie (1873) of 
France says in its article entitled Freemasonry, “[w]hen the 
Wilhemsbad Convent [occurred] the end of the Strict Obser-
vance was marked and the Illuminati were put at the 
head.”66 

And Babo, whether an Illuminatus or not,67 spoke as a 
citizen of Munich in 1784 with his book First Warning on 
Freemasons.68 He said that the Freemasons of Europe had 
fallen under the control of the Illuminati Order.69 

Even the historian Heckethorn, who openly extolled 
the Illuminati program, conceded the Illuminati triumphed at 
Wilhemsbad. Heckethorn, relying on the Knigge-Weishaupt 
correspondence, said that at Wilhemsbad “a league between 
Masonry and the Illuminati [took place]... brought about by 
the exertions of Weishaupt... who had long ago discerned the 
influence he could obtain by the co-operation of the Masons, 
whom he, of course, employed as his unconscious tools.”70 

Lastly, and what connects all these points, is that Will-
ermoz joined the Mesmer lodge of Lyons in 1783 known as 
La Concorde. He was a major proponent of the lodge and 

66.“La Franc-Maçonnerie,” Le Grande Encyclopedie (Paris: 1873) at 
1193. (“Quand le convent de Wilhemsbad eut consacré l'échec de la 
Stricte Observance et que les Illuminés furent mis à l'index”).

67.Some deny Babo ever claimed to be an Illuminatus.
68.Babo, Veber Freymaurer, Erst Warnung (1784), quoted in Richard van 

Düllman, Geheimbund des Illuminaten (Stuttgart: Frommann-Holz-
boog, 1977) at 87.

69.Richard van Düllmen, Geheimbund des Illuminaten, supra, at 87. 
Babo also said the Illuminati attacked religion and was a veritable 
“State within a State.”
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large supporter of Mesmer.71 Since Mesmer was an Illumina-
tus in France whose lodges were just another name for the 
Illuminati (see chapter eight), this means that Willermoz was 
an Illuminatus too or under their direct influence.

Consequently, the Illuminati by 1782 had achieved 
amazing influence in France. This was primarily due to their 
intimate affiliation with the French Templars by means of the 
Munich Lodge Theodore. Through it, the Illuminati shared 
their agenda with the Amis Reunis at Paris — cousins to the 
Lyons system under Willermoz which started their Munich 
lodge before being taken over by the Illuminati. Weishaupt 
had four years from his joining the Munich lodge of Willer-
moz’s system in 1778 to forge his alliances. Then in 1782, the 
Illuminati enlisted masonic delegates at the Wilhemsbad 
Congress including its chairman, Duke Ferdinand. They next 
rode the charisma of Dittfurth at Wilhemsbad. All these fac-
tors propelled the Illuminati into a dominant position over the 
Templar world of Freemasonry. As a result, if the Bavarian 
government alone discovered their secrets and tossed them all 
from Bavaria, it meant little because their power now rested 
somewhere other than in Bavaria or in their own Illuminati 
lodges. The Illuminati truly had become an international  
organization inter-twined in continental Templar Freema-
sonry. 

This fulfilled the plan Knigge said was his and Bode’s 
plan, “to direct everything secretly so as to gain control over 
the Strict Observance [i.e., the Templars founded in Ger-
many] without drawing attention to it.”72

70. Charles William Heckethorn, The Secret Societies of All Ages and 
Countries (orig. published 1875) (New Hyde Park, N.Y.: University 
Books, 1965) Vol. II, at 62. Heckethorn praised the Illuminati in the 
same work, saying, “[o]f the German Society of Illuminati, it may truly 
be said that it was before its time; all enlightened nations now adopt 
and advocate its aims. But it was not without its influence on the 
French Revolution....” Id., Vol. I, at 312. 

71. Ligou, Ed., “Willermoz,” Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maçonnerie 
(Paris: 1987) at 1252. 
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 From 1782 onward, the Illuminati were no longer a 
group limited to the forests and mountains of Bavaria.

What the Illuminati chose to do with this power is dis-
cussed next. 

Overthrow Of France Adopted At 
Wilhemsbad

Introduction

The Illuminati were emboldened at Wilhemsbad by 
their powerful alliance with the French Templars — the 
Chevaliers de la Bienfaissance. In testimony at Rome in 
1789, Cagliostro revealed that in 1780 at Frankfurt-am-Main 
he learned the Illuminati already had plans for a revolution in 
France. He said he signed an oath at a Strict Observance 
lodge which identified its Grand Masters as the “Illuminati.” 
This oath “contained obligations to destroy despotic sover-
eigns.” Then in the ceremony Cagliostro was given some-
thing to read which told him “the determined blow of this 
society was directed primarily at France.”73

If Cagliostro’s testimony is true, then the Illuminati 
had already resolved two years prior to Wilhemsbad to make 
France the first object of their plans at revolution. This chap-
ter asks whether the delegates at Wilhemsbad voted to create 
a revolution in France, as the Illuminati had desired to bring 
about.

The official records of the Convent do not mention 
anything about such a decision. However, the Illuminati cor-
respondence seized by Bavaria alludes to a secret project 
being agreed upon at the Wilhemsbad Convent by a select 

72.Reinhart Koselleck, Critique and Crisis (trans. of Kritik und Krisei.) 
(Cambridge Press, 1988) at 78, quoting and translating Engel, 
Geschichte, supra, at 138. 
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group. In one letter, Knigge explains to Weishaupt how he 
was drawing Bode deeper into the decisions made within 
secret sessions at the Wilhemsbad Convent. Knigge tells 
Weishaupt how he answered Bode’s question about Bode’s 
role and the “secret goal” of the Order. From Wilhemsbad, 
Knigge relayed verbatim to Weishaupt what he said to Bode: 

First, I can and may give you the lead, yet [I 
give you] only one step removed [from the top], 
and I leave the rest to the Superiors; and so 
much more has been decided at the Convent 
[of Wilhemsbad], [such as] the deputies allow 
the affiliation of every Secret Society and make 
them deeper and examine them more thor-
oughly, and the Convent should prepare 
another thing that will unite them within 
several years.74

Knigge then asked permission from Weishaupt to tell 
Bode “the fundamental and final end of the Order,” explain-
ing that Bode has promised to recruit several prominent fig-

73.G. Barberri, Compendio della vita, e delle gesta di Giuseppe Balsamo 
denominato Il Conte Cagliostro che si è estratto dal processo contro di 
lui formato in Roma l’anno 1790. E che può servire di scorta per con-
scere l'indole della Setta de' libri muratori. (Rome: Stamperia della 
Rev. Camera Apost., 1791) at 95-96. This book is available through 
Google books online. Cagliostro’s testimony and its reliability is exam-
ined in “Cagliostro’s Exposure” on page 1. When this was published in 
1791, no one yet had any idea the French Revolution would in 1792-
1792 turn into an officially atheistic regime desirous of world revolu-
tion. Italy had not been torn apart by secret societies. Hence, this book 
by every indication was what it purported to be — the deposition of 
Cagliostro produced by a police investigation into a character involved 
in the criminal episode that embroiled France in 1786 — the Affair of 
the Necklace. 

74. Einige original-schriften des illuminaten-ordens, welche lry dem 
gewessenen Regierungsrath Zwack, durch vorgenommene lausvisita-
tion zu Landshut den 11ten und 12ten October 1786, vorgegunden 
worden, auf haechsten befehl seiner churfursslichen dusrchlaucht zum 
druck befoerdert (Munich: 1787) at 217.
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Memoirs of Four Participants Reveal Plan To Overthrow France Adopted At 

ures into the Order.75 This passage means Knigge told Bode 
that there were many more aims of the Illuminati than were 
then known. Knigge, could let Bode in on them. One of these 
secret aims — tied to the “fundamental and final end of the 
Order” — was this project the Wilhemsbad Congress secretly 
decided upon to “prepare another thing [which] will unite 
[masonic lodges] within several years.” Knigge was appar-
ently asking Weishaupt permission to tell Bode about this 
secret. Was this secret the same as what Cagliostro in 1789 
explained was the Illuminati project in 1780, namely the 
project to overthrow France?

The evidence compels us to affirm “yes.” 

Memoirs of Four Participants Reveal Plan 
To Overthrow France Adopted At 
Wilhemsbad

The memoirs of four of the thirty-five delegates at 
Wilhemsbad contain mention of this project to friends, pos-
terity or colleagues. Each independently confirms an agree-
ment at Wilhemsbad to create a revolution in France using the 
unwitting Freemasons. These four delegates were: Charles of 
Hesse, Comte Virieu, Chefdebien, and Frederic Turkheim.  

Karl Von  Hesse’s Memoirs from His 
Authorized Biography

Wilhemsbad was a small town outside of Hanau. It 
was within the domain of Prinz Karl von Hesse, the Land-
grave of Hesse-Cassel.76 While the “name [Hesse] sounds 

75.Id.
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German, ... he was a Dane, a man of great prominence, [a 
commander in] the Danish Army, a relative of the Danish 
King.”77 

Karl von Hesse in 1773 at Paris co-founded the Rite 
of Philalèthes at the Lodge Amis Réunis.78 In 1775, Karl 
joined the Strict Observance (Templars) lodge in Denmark.79 
In 1779, the Paris Amis Réunis although patented by the 
Grand Orient (the licensing superior organization of French 
Freemasonry) decided to ally itself with the Lyons Templar 
Strict Observance known as the Chevaliers Bienfaisants. It 
did so by adding in 1779 a grade called Knight Templar 
adopted from the Lyons Templar lodge.

In 1782, the Knights Templar Order met at Wilhelms-
bad in a congress hosted by Landgrave Karl von Hesse 
(1744-1836). A publisher named J.C. Bode, who recently was 
recruited into the Illuminati, enlisted Karl von Hesse into the 
Illuminati at the Wilhelmsbad Congress as alias Aaron.80 

In 1817, as he neared his 73rd year, Karl von Hesse 
left an explanation of his life in the Illuminati in his handwrit-
ten memoirs. He learned at Wilhelmsbad of the plan to over-
throw France. Yet he had no problem in this until Bode 
revealed to him in a writing that he had to return some days 
later the entire plan of the Order. Karl regarded these plans as 
contrary to religion and morality. Karl was not a Christian. 
Rather, he was a serious follower of Egyptian mysteries then 

76.Hanau was under the sovereignty of the mother of Charles since 1760. 
See “Autobiography of Charles of Hesse,” Littell’s Living Age (July-
Sept. 1866) Vol. II at 199. This article is another review of Charle’s 
memoir published in 1861.

77.Helene Petrovna Blavatsky, Theosophical Quarterly Magazine (1931-
1932) (2003 reprint) at 359.

78.Terry Melanson, Perfectibilists: The 18th Century Bavarian Order of 
the Illuminati (2009) at 332.

79.Melanson, Perfectibilists, supra, at 333.
80.Francovich, Storia della Massoneria in Italia Dalle Origini alla Riv-

oluzione Francese, supra, at 347.
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in vogue, although he was an admirer of Jesus. But Karl saw 
no freedom for his own religious views in the world envi-
sioned by Weishaupt. Thus, in 1817 Karl von Hesse 
explained that from at least 1783 onward he had worked as an 
Illuminati leader solely to undermine the Illuminati and their 
Jacobin tendencies. Karl’s revelation of 1817 appeared in a 
private French edition of his autobiography published in 1861 
at Copenhagen. 

Karl von Hesse’s memoir was privately published by 
his long-time friend and loyal mason, Mr. Gerber.81  It was 
included in Karl’s authorized biography which was written in 
French and then published in 1861 at Copenhagen as Mémoi-
res de mon Temps dictés par S.A. Landgrave Charles, Prince 
de Hesse (Copenhagen: J.H. Schultz, 1861).82 

However, the memoir was familiar to masonic broth-
ers by at least 1821. For Cadet-Gassicourt who died in 1821 
mentions in Ancient Initiates — a sequel to his Tombeau du 
Molai — published posthumously83 that “additional evi-
dence” to support the connections he was drawing (i.e., the 
Templars/Illuminati to the French Revolution) comes from 
Karl von Hesse.84

This memoir of Karl von Hesse was not intended for 
the general public. The Endingburgh Review noted that the 
“book was printed for private circulation in a very distin-

81. On Gerber, the autobiography of Karl von Hesse, and this memoir 
admitting to the Illuminati’s plans at Wilhemsbad, see “Un Prince 
Allemand Du XVIII Siecle D’Apres des Memoirs Inedits,” Revue des 
Deux Mondes (Jan. 1, 1866) at 923 n. 1. Gerber also wrote a book-
length proposal for reform of Freemasonry dedicated to Karl von 
Hesse. Id. at 923. Both Von Hesse and his friend Gerber consistently 
displayed a life-long zeal to protect and promote Freemasonry, and 
never slandered the organization. 

82. The original text is available through Amazon. It was reprinted by 
Adamant Media Corporation in 2001.

83.“Charles Louis Cadet de Gassicourt,” Wikipedia (French). 
84.See “Appendix L: Gassicourt From Inside Reveals Agencies Who 

Caused The French Revolutions” on page 277.
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guished circle” but “for the honour of receiving a copy we are 
indebted to the condescending kindness of an illustrious per-
sonage at the Court of Denmark.” It added: “We have reason 
to believe that no objection will be taken to the use we are 
about to make of it.”85 After a comprehensive review, the 
Edinburgh Review found that the “most implicit reliance may 
be placed in [Charles’] accuracy and good faith.” (Id.)  

Karl von Hesse said, in a memoir dated 1817 — found 
to begin at page 136-138 of the Mémoires — this about the 
Illuminati, the plan of a French Revolution and the Wilhems-
bad Congress:

[136] The year 1782 was fixed for a masonic 
convention at Wilhemsbad. The Duke Ferdi-
nand, the grand-superior of the Order, had 
already spoken to me a couple of years earlier, 
approving and desiring it quickly... It was 
decreed to assemble... I had been grand master 
of two German provinces, and of Italy, but I 
was able to make it a separate province. [137] I 
am not permitted to say more about its work. It 
will suffice to say that we infinitely sought to 
improve the order, and a religious tendency 
began to replace the preceding goals. At the 
same time, a new society, formed in Germany, 
especially in Bavaria, was named the Illumi-
nati. Many of their leaders were at Frankfurt 
and many gathered around also the city of 
Hanau. They were able to gain most of the dep-
uties [at Wilhemsbad] to their system of iniq-
uity which had much in common with the 
principles of the Jesuits [N.B. he may mean 
their strict discipline] and above all with Jaco-
binism. It started out that there were a few 
proselytes amongst the deputies, but they were 
able to gain over a great number. The next year, 

85.Edinburgh Review (London: 1866) Vol. 251 (Jan.-April. 1866) at 484. 
A German edition was printed in 1866.
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Bode came to see me at Kassel to talk to me of 
this New Order, that is masked behind the first 
degrees of Freemasonry. He began by saying 
that its aim was to overthrow the Church and 
Thrones.86 

Bode was a strong honest man of very good 
intentions. He gave me a notebook and said to 
me: “You see here a system which may cause 
the misery of mankind if it falls into bad hands; 
but governed by a man of sound understand-
ing, it may also do much good. I place these 
papers in your hands, being fully empowered 
by the Order, and you must be one of the 
chiefs: it is the north of Germany, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Russia that will depend entirely 

on you.”87 

He left the papers with me and he would return 
to take my orders within a few hours. I spread 
out the papers as promptly as I could, and 
prayed to God from the bottom of my heart to 
guide me in an affair of such importance for the 
good of the entire world. I saw very well what I 
would do, and my first movement was to bear 
witness as to the horrors that I found;88

but, moreover, I felt the evil which could 
result from ambitious hands, egoists, like 
Bode, who would put themselves above the 

86.The sentence in the 1861 French version is: “Le commencement 
paraissait mener au bien, la fin était la renversement de l’église et des 
trônes.”

87.For this quote of Bode by Charles, the translation was taken from the 
Edinburgh Review (London: 1866) Vol. 251 (Jan.-April. 1866) at 522.

88.The 1861 French version reads: “Je vis bientôt de quoi il s’aggisait, et 
mon premier mouvement furt de témoigner, combien j'abhorrais les 
horreurs qui s’y trouvaient.”
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law of religion and morals. I remained poised 
and responded to Bode, when he returned 
[138] to me, about the question he put to me: 
“Well! you have the papers! How do you find 
them? Do you accept the charge of the office 
that is offered you?” 

From that point until the end, I accepted the 
charge, with the customary condition that 
the highest grades of the order of masonry 
would not enter without my permission. With 
this understanding, he responded that “you are 
empowered to arrange everything as you find 
good.” 

The name of the charge was called the National 
of the North. This was a perfect plan for the 

introduction of Jacobinism.89

I received a list of members, which still exists. 
They fortunately were not strong, and then I 
returned to Denmark, and I spoke with their 
leaders, taking each aside separately? The lead-
ers, I say, but none of them knew yet the high-
est grades and did not know the ruinous goal 
where they were to be drawn along. I 
instructed them that I had accepted the title 
Chief of the North to arrest the progress of 
this monstrous society. God is my witness! It 
did not do well in the North, because of the 
persecutions that began in Bavaria, and Jaco-
binism did not take hold in Germany, as it did 
in France, where I had already learned at Wil-
hemsbad that it was planned to make a revo-

lution. 90 

89.The original text reads, “C’était un plan parfait de l’introduction du 
jacobinisme.”
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The Edinburgh Review simply summarizes this part, 
without noticing the bombshell it represented. The Review 
seemed to have no knowledge about the significance of what 
Karl was saying. It even erroneously said the Illuminati were 
“formed in Germany in 1782,”91 exposing that the reviewer 
of 1866 did not know much about the Illuminati. Nor did the 
review understand the importance of this memoir to unravel 
the origins of policies of cosmopolitanism and atheism 
emerging by the point of the Cloots-period in the French Rev-
olution. The reviewer then blandly notes that the Illuminati 
told Karl von Hesse “their real object was revolution in 
church and state.”92 Despite this, the reviewer makes no men-
tion of how these facts would change the perception of the 
history of the French revolutions of 1789 and 1792. The 
Edinburgh Review ends this topic by saying that Karl “takes 
credit for having thus checked the spread of Jacobinism in its 
most baneful shape.”93 

The reviewer notes that Karl’s memoirs then skip 
over any details of his involvement in the French Revolution. 

Karl von Hesse’s Revelation: Its French Reception

In November 1865 and January 1866, the Revue des 
Deux Mondes analyzed the memoirs of Charles. In the Janu-
ary 1866 edition, it focused upon his revelation about Wil-

90.These last two sentences read in the original: “Je les en instuisis, en 
leur disant que je n'avais accepté d'être le chef du Nord, que pour 
arrêter les progrès de cette monstreuse société. Dieu soit loué, elle ne 
fit plus un pas dans le Nord, au moins de mon su. Les persécutions 
commencèrent en Bavière, et le jacobinisme ne put prendre racine en 
Allemagne, comme it fit en France, où j’appris déjà à Wilhemsbad 
qu’on préméditait une révolution.” Mémoires de mon Temps dictés 
par S.A. Landgrave Charles, Prince de Hesse (Copenhagen: 1861) at 
138. 

91.Edinburgh Review (London: 1866) Vol. 251 (Jan.-April. 1866) at 522.
92.Id.
93.Id.
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hemsbad and the Illuminati. Its subtitle was “Charles de 
Hesse et Les Illuminés.” Unlike the Edinburgh Review, this 
reviewer knew the significance of the bombshell that Karl’s 
memoir represented.94  

Karl von Hesse’s Revelation: Its French Reception

In November 1865 and January 1866, the Revue des 
Deux Mondes analyzed the memoirs of Karl von Hesse. In the 
January 1866 edition, it focused upon his revelation about 
Wilhemsbad and the Illuminati. Its subtitle was “Charles de 
Hesse et Les Illuminés.” Unlike the Edinburgh Review, this 
reviewer knew the significance of the bombshell that Karl’s 
memoir represented.95 The Revue des Deux Mondes then pro-
vided extensive quotes from pages 136-138 of the Memoir 
where Karl von Hesse speaks about the Illuminati, Wilhems-
bad, and the plan of revolution in France. It accepts this was 
in fact written by Karl von Hesse.

94. Saint-Rene Taillandier, “Un Prince Allemand Du XVIII Siecle 
D’Apres des Memoirs Inedits [Part] II Charles de Hesse et Les Illu-
minés,” Revue des Deux Mondes (Jan. 1, 1866) at 891 et seq. The por-
tion dealing with quotes about the Illuminati begins on page 917-925 et 
seq. You may read this article online from Gallica (the French National 
Library service) in scanned form at http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/
bpt6k355067/f890.table (accessed 11/30/2008). 

Part I which excerpted and commented on these memoirs can be found in 
“UN PRINCE ALLEMAND DU XVIIIe SIÈCLE D'APRÈS DES 
MÉMOIRES INÉDITS. - [Part] I. - CHARLES DE HESSE ET 
FRÉDÉRIC II, par M. SAINT-RENÉ TAILLANDIER.” Revue des 
Deux Mondes (Nov. 1, 1865) at 774 et seq. A scan of Part I can be 
retrieved free via Gallica (the French National Library service): http://
catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k35505w.
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The Revue’s Factual Errors in the Biography

The Revue des Deux Mondes, however, suggested that 
this memoir was Karl’s attempt to clear his name by the 
Revue claiming Karl was once a Jacobin in revolutionary 
France. The Revue says “in 1790 he caused to be inscribed his 
name at the Club of the Jacobins.”96

However, the author of Deux Mondes was confusing 
Landgrave Karl von Hesse (1744-1836) with Charles of 
Hesse also known as Carl Constantin von Hessen-Rotenburg 
(1752-1821). The latter went to France in 1790, and joined 
the Jacobins, there becoming “known [in France] as Charles 
of Hesse, and Citizen Hesse” due to his exploits with the 
Jacobins. Later, Charles of Hesse became a General during 
the period of the Terror.97 Citizen Hesse was the nephew of 
Landgrave Karl. He should not be confused with the Land-
grave himself.

95. Saint-Rene Taillandier, “Un Prince Allemand Du XVIII Siècle 
D’Après des Mémoires Inédits [Part] II Charles de Hesse et Les Illu-
minés,” Revue des Deux Mondes (Jan. 1, 1866) at 891 et seq. The por-
tion dealing with quotes about the Illuminati begins on page 917-925 et 
seq. You may read this article online from Gallica at http://cata-
logue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k355067/f890.table (accessed 11/30/
2008). I also posted a copy at the rare book section of my website at 
http://sites.google.com/site/illuminatiofbavaria/free-books-1.

Part I can also be found at Gallica. It is entitled Saint-Rene Taillandier, 
“Un Prince Allemand Du XVIII Siècle D’Après des Mémoires Inédits 
[Part] I. - Charles de Hesse et Frédéric II,” Revue des Deux Mondes 
(Nov. 1, 1865) at 774 et seq. It can be retrieved via Gallica at: http://
catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k35505w. I have also posted a copy at 
http://sites.google.com/site/illuminatiofbavaria/free-books-1.

96. Saint-Rene Taillandier, “Un Prince Allemand Du XVIII Siècle 
D’Après des Mémoires Inédits [Part] I. - Charles de Hesse et Frédéric 
II,” Revue des Deux Mondes (Nov. 1, 1865) at 775.

97.“Carl Constantin von Hessen-Rheinfels-Rotenburg,” Wikipedia (Ger-
man)(accessed 6/9/09). See also Arthur Chuquet’s book entitled Un 
Prince Jacobin Charles de Hesse ou le Général Marat (A Jacobin 
Prince Charles of Hesse or the General Marat) (1906). 
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Revue’s Mistaken Impression on The Religious Views of Karl

The Revue des Deux Mondes leads the reader to also 
believe that Karl von Hesse was animated by a strong Chris-
tian belief-system. This is as wrong as the Revue’s erroneous 
view that Karl von Hesse was the Jacobin Charles of Hesse. 
Tallandier in the Revue said of Karl von Hesse: 

He has a serious spirit, a religious soul, 

strongly attached to Christian doctrines.98

The truth was different. While Karl admired Jesus, 
Karl certainly was not attached to Christian doctrines in any 
orthodox sense.

What Religious Views Motivated Karl von Hesse

What drove the Landgrave Karl von Hesse? Was it a 
love for the Christian religion that he decided to keep a 
watchful eye on the Illuminati, to break their negative influ-
ence? Not likely.

As the Edinburgh Review puts it, Karl von Hesse 
explained that in 1824 he tried to start a “new church,” which 
indeed did find members in Europe and America, which had a 
“mystical interpretation of the Bible” but was “equally 
removed from Protestant[ism] and Catholic[ism].”99 While 
Karl von Hesse was a profound admirer of Jesus Christ, he 
held a completely unorthodox faith.100 To found this new 
church, Karl wrote a book entitled La Pierre Zodiacale du 
Temple de Denderah expliquée par S. A. le Landgrave 
Charles de Hesse (Copenhagen: 1824).101

In this book, Karl von Hesse reveals a fascination 
with the Zodiacal Monument from the Temple Dendera. The 
French armies in 1798 took it from Egypt. It thereafter could 

98.Saint-Rene Taillandier, “Un Prince Allemand Du XVIII Siècle 
D’Après des Mémoires Inédits [Part] I. - Charles de Hesse et Frédéric 
II,” Revue des Deux Mondes (Nov. 1, 1865) at 775.

99.Id., at 523.
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be seen at Paris. On the monument appeared Zodiac signs and 
hieroglyphics from ancient Egypt. The Zodiac signs matched 
those from the Greek era, raising questions of whether Zodiac 
secrets have been handed down from Egypt to Greece, and 
from Greece to our modern world. Karl von Hesse cited 
excitedly the fact historians at the time believed the monu-
ment dated to 14,000 years prior to the Christian era.102 Karl 
for years had studied “Egypt and its mystery cult.”103 In the 
Preface, Karl makes the reader become excited with him 
about the possibility that he has found in the hieroglyphics on 
this monument the ancient “sacred” secrets of Egypt. Karl 
von Hesse then traced each hieroglyphic with precision for 
his reader’s attention.104 This was a serious effort. Karl cited 
major text books on interpreting the hieroglyphics to support 
his understandings.105

100.In his Memoirs dated 1817 but published in 1861, Karl revealed his 
feelings about Jesus while speaking about his close friend, St. Ger-
main. This latter gentleman was a mystic who claimed he was hun-
dreds of years old and capable of healings. Karl wrote of St. Germain: 
“His philosophical principles in religion were pure materialism, but he 
knew that it was difficult to make a victorious argument; yet I had the 
pleasure of often confounding him. [St. Germain was] not an admirer 
of Jesus Christ, [but when] he allowed me a few words to speak in this 
regard, I would say: ‘My dear Count, you are free to believe what you 
want about Jesus Christ, but I can tell you frankly that you will find 
great difficulty in holding me to speak against him, to whom I am 
entirely devoted.” Quoted in Saint-Rene Taillandier, “Un Prince Alle-
mand Du XVIII Siecle D’Apres des Memoirs Inedits [Part] II Charles 
de Hesse et Les Illuminés,” Revue des Deux Mondes (Jan. 1, 1866) at 905.

101.One can download this 95 page book through books.google. Biblio-
graphical details are found in Ida Augusta Pratt, Richard James Horatio 
Gottheil, Ancient Egypt: Sources of Information in the New York Pub-
lic Library (New York Public Library, 1925) at 222.

102.Charles of Hesse, La Pierre Zodiacale du Temple de Denderah expli-
quée par S. A. le Landgrave Charles de Hesse (Copenhagen: 1824) at 
3.

103.Id., at 4.
104.Id., at 4-5.
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While his work was quite scholarly, with many draw-
ings and citations to studies of ancient Egypt, it turned out 
that his book had a major flaw. Investigators much later 
proved that this monument found in Egypt dated to the 
Roman era, and thus there was no link between that temple 
monument and ancient Egypt. Thus, the “Greek signs of the 
Zodiac had been transported to Egypt” rather than having a 
more ancient legacy in Egypt itself.106

Yet, Karl’s seriousness on this issue, and elaborate 
investigation, was worthy of a man of letters. 

More important, this proves the effort of Karl von 
Hesse to combat the Illuminati from within was not to serve 
conservation of the old order of things, in particular the 
Christian system. Rather, Karl must have seen the Illuminati 
as contrary to religion and morality which he believed as part 
of his own eclectic outlook. In light of Karl’s very atypical 
religious outlook, he must have meant the Illuminati were 
inspiring principles that undermined religion and morality, 
e.g., their Machiavellianism.    

Thus, it is very clear that Karl’s opposition to the Illu-
minati did not have to do with his regard for Christianity. 
Rather, it had to do with his speculative spirit that sought 
answers in the secrets of Egypt yet apparently eclectically 
merged with some admiration for Jesus. It was wholly mis-
leading to tell the readers of the Revue that Karl von Hesse 
was “strongly attached to Christian doctrines.”

Conclusion

Karl of Hesse was a believer in an esoteric new age 
religion yet who was concerned about the Illuminati’s 
agenda. 

105.Id., at 7-8.
106. Karl Baedeker, Paris and Environs (Leipzig, 1884) at 182.
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Turkheim’s Memoirs 
Another attendant was Turkheim, the Chancellor for 

the Wilhemsbad Conference. Turkheim was a prominent citi-
zen from Alsace, France, who eventually joined the Illumi-
nati. In 1937, the leading masonic historical journal of 
Europe, Ars Quator Coronatorum, said Turkheim left a 
signed letter in his effects that spoke of the Wilhemsbad Con-
gress. It reads:

It is the calumny of the Convent of Wilhems-
bad, which pretended to be for good order, but 
which was nothing but trouble. It was at the 
very moment that all the brothers rose in uni-
son against the principal founders of the Eclec-
tic Union [that is, the Strict Observance], that 
Eques ab Orno [Franz von Dittfurth, the Illu-
minati representative], preached the abomi-
nable doctrines of the Illuminati.107

Turkheim in effect says that Dittfurth, the Illuminatus, 
taught evil and falsehoods at Wilhemsbad which proved to be 
“nothing but trouble.” It is quite clear that such remarks must 
be a reference to the same plan at Wilhemsbad to overthrow 
France that Charles of Hesse also refers to. He was acknowl-
edging that this plan led to the terror and strife which he saw 
afflict France. Turkheim is the third witness to the plans at 
Wilhemsbad.

107. Bro. Rev. W.K. Firminger “The Romances of Robison and Barruel,” 
L Ars Quator Coronatorum, supra, Vol. 50, at 31, 63 n.3 (1937). He 
cited as sources of this quote both Villiaud, Joseph de Maistre: Franc-
Maçon at 170 and Galiffe, Le Chaine Symbolique (Geneva: 1852). 
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Chefdebien’s Comments To A Friend
Chefdebien, another French revolutionary, also 

attended the Wilhemsbad Congress. He left a letter behind 
which mentions the changes wrought in France by the Illumi-
nati through Freemasonry. He came to Wilhemsbad as a rep-
resentative from the Parisian Amis Reunis of the Chevaliers 
de Bienfaissance. As recorded by a reliable Freemason biog-
rapher of Chefdebien, on May 12, 1806, Chefdebien wrote a 
masonic colleague, well after he had ardently set in motion 
the French Revolution over a decade earlier:

Is it in isolated Lodges that the atrocious con-
spiracy of Philippe [Duke of Orleans] and Robe-
spierre was formed? Is it from isolated Lodges 
that these prominent men came forth, who, 
assembled at the Hotel de Ville [for the attack 
on the Bastille], stirred up revolt, devastation, 
assassination? And is it not in the Lodges 
bound together, co- and sub-ordinated, that 
the monster Weishaupt [Illuminati founder] 
established his tests and had his horrible 
principles prepared?108

Chefdebien in effect says that the Freemason lodges 
of France were not acting separately in preparing the Revolu-
tion. Rather, they acted in coordination using the latest tests 
and rituals prepared by the Illuminati. He shared with his 
masonic friend that the Illuminati's agents were D’Orleans 
and Robespierre and that he knew they caused the French 
Revolution of 1792. 

Where did Chefdebien learn that the Freemasons were 
being used to cause the Revolution? Where did he learn that 
the new tests and ritual in the French lodges prior to the Rev-

108. Benjamin Fabre, Un Initié des Sociétes Secrètes supérieures 'Fran-
ciscus Eques a Capite Galeato’ 1753-1814, Portrait et Documents 
inédits Nombreuses reproductions en Photogravure, Preface de 
Copin-Albancelli (Paris: La Renaissance Française, 1913) at 423. 
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olution came from the Illuminati? Such highly confidential 
knowledge most likely came from his attendance at the Wil-
hemsbad Congress. Again, his statement perfectly coincides 
with the remarks of Turkheim and Charles of Hesse about 
Wilhemsbad. 

Chefdebien then is the third delegate at Wilhemsbad 
who refers to the Illuminati plan to cause a revolution in 
France using Freemasonry. 

Comte Virieu 

His 1782 Statement to Gilliers

Comte Henry de Virieu was one of the delegates at 
Wilhemsbad. He was a representative for the Chevaliers de 
Bienfaissance of Lyons and a representative of the Paris Amis 
Reunis. Later, Virieu was a leader at Paris in the opening 
movements within one body of the legislature to form a Con-
stitution. He hence helped lay the groundwork for the moder-
ate and progressive aspect of the French Revolution of 
1789.109 

Upon Virieu’s return from Wilhemsbad in 1782, 
Virieu spoke to a friend, Count de Gilliers about the Wil-
hemsbad congress, who in turn years later relayed this state-
ment to Barruel:110

I will not tell you the secrets I bring; but what I 
think I may tell you is, that it is all much more 

109. For a biography of Virieu, see A. M. De Castellane, Gentilshommes 
democrates (Paris: 1894). 

110.Barruel who is the first to relate this makes it clear that it is a personal 
anectode he was told: “Happily for Mr. de Virieux, said Mr. de Gilliers 
when he told me this anecdote, the Count had a great fund of probity 
and uprightness.” Augustine de Barruel, Memoirs Illustrating the His-
tory of Jacobinism (London: 1798) Vol. IV at 160.
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serious than you think. The fact is, that a con-
spiracy is now contriving, with so much art 
and of so profound a nature, that it will be very 
difficult for Religion and Nations not to sink 

under it.111

Virieu is referencing a plan to undermine the nations 
and religion by a hidden mechanism. Given what the others 
said about Wilhemsbad, Virieu is certainly referring to a plan 
to overthrow France. 

Is Barruel telling the truth about this anecdote? At the 
time he wrote it, he had no idea about the three other sources 
we have cited. They were in publication years later, taken 
from memoirs and private letters. Barruel, if he fabricated, 
had taken a guess that just happened to be confirmed much 
later by other independent and reliable witnesses.

To assess this further, let’s examine in depth the con-
text of Barruel’s quotation.

Virieu’s 1788 Warning of Illuminati Role At Wilhemsbad

There is no reason to dispute this anectode’s validity 
spoken to Barruel by Count de Gilliers. First, Barruel quoted 
it in the lifetime of Gilliers, and thus it could have been chal-
lenged had it been false. 

Second and more important, Virieu left a similar 
warning in a book dedicted to a young Victomte de Wall pub-
lished in 1788 at Paris. In that book, Virieu wrote an intro-
duction exposing the events at Wilhemsbad, and blaming the 
killing of young Vicomte de Wall on his fault for revealing 
too many secrets of what happened at Wilhemsbad. Hence, 

111. Augustine de Barruel, Memoirs Illustrating the History of Jacobin-
ism (London: 1798) Vol. IV at 160. I have seen other English transla-
tions different than my own: “Tragic secrets [I learned at 
Wilhemsbad]. I will not confide them to you but I can only tell you that 
this is all much more serious than you think. The conspiracy that is 
being planned is so well-hid that it will be virtually impossible for the 
Monarchy or Church to escape.”
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we know what Barruel revealed in 1798 — ten years later — 
correctly reflected Virieu’s knowledge about Wilhelmsbad. 
Barruel did not mention this 1788 book by Virieu.

This warning of Virieu appears in a book from 1788 
— one year prior to the revolution. It was prepared by a 
wealthy family of Mr. Wall to circulate only among their 
friends and family. It was the biography of their recently 
killed family member. Antiquarian booksellers have this 
book available for sale in 2008 for 574 to 650 euros.112 
According to their synopsis, this book tells the story of Mr. J. 
Patrice Wall, and his being shot during an apparent duel. It 
was fatal, as the shot was directly to his head. The reason was 
for Wall telling the secrets of Wilhemsbad. They cite the 
introduction written by Virieu. As you read this synopsis, 
bear again in mind this book was published one year prior to 
the revolution. Here is how the Antiquarian bookseller 
describes the book (in an English translation):

[WALL (Marie-Joseph-Patrice, Vicomte of). 
Portfolio of a young man of twenty three years.

Paris, Imprimerie de Didot the Elder, 1788; in-
8, full green morocco, flat with triple box. dor 
chains., patterns of angles, large central dia-
mond bearing cold, back decorated, tr. dor., 
doubled and guards tabis blue. (cl. early nine-
teenth century) 2 ff., 236 pp.

EDITION SINGLE FROM A VERY SMALL 
NUMBER outside trade, to friends and fam-
ily. There is a mixtures of the prose by the 
young Vicomte de Wall, born in Paris in 1764 
and killed in mysterious circumstances in 

112.http://www.chapitre.com/CHAPITRE/fr/BOOK/wall-marie-joseph-
patrice-cicomte-de/porte-feuille-d-un-jeune-homme-de-vingt-trois-
ans,9897836.aspx (accessed 11/24/08). In French, the book is entitled: 
Porte-Feuille D’Un Jeune Homme De Vingt-trois Ans
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1787. He descended from Irish royalist Edward 
Wall. While he was a lieutenant in the regi-
ment, he married Adele King, the niece of the 
Duke of Rohan. On 2 December 1787, his body 
was found in the forest of Fontainebleau, his 
head shattered by a bullet pistol. In 1782, 
with his friend the Count de Virieu, he had 
visited the famous Wilhemsbad congress held 
by Weishaupt, the former head of the Illumi-
nati sect. See the Roman a Royal by Albert 
Costa, whose hero is the Comte de Virieu, who  
was seduced by the latest ideas and  who was 
attracted by the secret societies. He had led the 
young Wall into this strange adventure. The 
two French youg men became appalled by what 
they had heard. Upon the return of the 
Vicomte Wall from Wilhembsbad he talked 
too much. A mysterious message called for a 
duel in the forest of Fontainebleau. We found 
his body by chance seven days later. Who was 
the enemy of the unfortunate young man? We 
never knew because his murderer never impru-
dently and generously returned. Count 
François-Henri de Virieu (born in Grenoble in 
1754, killed by the republican army in Lyon in 
1792) is the author of the warning. The vol-
ume was published by the abbot of Pluquet.  
This book is offered by the library Manoir de 

Pron.113

This book is mentioned by older Antiquarian sources. 
For example, in 1810, the Répertoire de bibliographies spé-
ciales, curieuses et instructives (Paris) at 141 says: “WALL. 
Porte-feuille d'un jeune homme de vingt-trois ans (le vicomte 
de Wall). Paris, Didot ainé 1788, m-8°,” and adds “Très-rare , 
tiré à peu d’exemplaires.” Another example from 1912 is the 
American Book Prices Current at 821 which mentions for 
sale WALL (Vicomte de). Porte-Feuille d’un Jeune Homme 
de Vingt-trois Ans (Paris, 1788).  
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The young Wall’s biography is included in a French 
national biography.114 Even though it leaves out any mention 
of the Illuminati or Virieu’s introduction added to the rare 
book on Wall’s life, it does give details about Wall’s receipt 
of the challenge for a duel from an address in “Germany.” 
The biography says in part:

Marie-Joseph Patrice Wall, was of the same 
family as Edouard Wall (see above), was born 
in Paris on May 1 1764. He was a Lieutenant in 
the regiment of the king since 1785, and very 
excellent in the performance of his duties... 
The Viscount of Wall joined happily in the 

113.The original French is: “WALL (Marie-Joseph-Patrice, Vicomte de). 
- Porte-Feuille d’un jeune homme de vingt trois ans. Paris, Imprimerie 
de Didot l’Aîné, 1788 ; in-8, plein maroquin vert, plats avec triples 
encadr. chaînettes dor., motifs d'angles, grand losange central orné à 
froid, dos orné, tr. dor., doublé et gardes de tabis bleu.(Rel. début XIX 
e siècle). 2 ff., 236 pp.EDITION UNIQUE TIREE A TRES PETIT 
NOMBRE, hors commerce, pour les amis et la famille. Ce sont des 
mélanges en prose du jeune Vicomte de Wall, né à Paris en 1764 et tué 
dans des circonstances mystérieuses en 1787 . Il descendait du royal-
iste irlandais Edward Wall. Alors qu'il était lieutenant au régiment du 
roi il épousa Adèle, la nièce du duc de Rohan. Le 2 décembre 1787 on 
retrouva son corps dans la forêt de Fontainebleau, la tête fracassée par 
une balle de pistolet. En 1782, avec son ami le Comte de Virieu, il 
s'était rendu au fameux congrès de Wilhemsbad tenu par Weishaupt, 
l'ancien chef de la secte des Illuminés. Voir à ce sujet le Roman d'un 
Royaliste d’Albert Costa, dont le héros est le Comte de Virieu, séduit 
par les idées nouvelles et attiré par les sociétés secrètes qui avait 
entraîné le jeune Wall dans cette étrange aventure. Les deux français 
seraient revenus épouvantés de ce qu'ils y avaient entendu. Au retour 
de Wilhembsbad le Vicomte de Wall parla trop. Un message 
mystérieux le convoqua pour un duel dans la forêt de Fontainebleau. 
On retrouva son corps par hasard sept jours plus tard. Quel était 
l'ennemi du malheureux jeune homme ? On ne l'a jamais su, car il avait 
eu la généreuse imprudence de renvoyer son assassin. Le Comte 
François-Henri de Virieu ( né à Grenoble en 1754, tué par l'armée 
républicaine à Lyon en 1792) est l’auteur de l'avertissement. Le vol-
ume fut publié par les soins de l’abbé Pluquet. Cet ouvrage vous est 
proposé par la Librairie du Manoir de Pron. Euro 620.00 |  Commander 
ce livre / order this book.”
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study of morality, the practice of virtues he 
taught. There were some minor writings he 
composed...that fell into the hands of the Duke 
and Duchess of Rohan. They were so charmed 
by the feelings which marked the writings, 
their noble character and the beautiful soul 
which they revealed that they resolved to 
entrust to the young Will the happiness of 
Adele de Rohan, their darling niece. ... Shortly 
after his marriage, he went to join the troop to 
which he belonged, and was away for four 
months until he saw his wife again.  He had 
barely returned to Paris (November 25, 1787) 
when he received a letter falsely stamped as 
from Allemagne [Germany] which demanded 
satisfaction of an old injury. ... Wall was mas-
ter enough not to show any emotion, reading 
this letter in the presence of the woman he 
adored. The next day he went to the call of his 
opponent. He was obliged to follow him to Fon-
tainebleau. They fought in the forest; Wall 
died. His body was found after seven days at 
the butte de Montmorillon. It is agreed that he 
had been fatally injured from a charge of buck-
shot shot from a weapon. What was the enemy 
of this unfortunate young man!  He is 
unknown because he did not have the generos-
ity or imprudence to help the man he was with. 
In 1788 was published a volume called Portfo-
lio of a young man of twenty-three years. They 
are the collected writings of the Vicomte de 
Wall. ...This work demonstrates the principles 
which animated the author were truth and vir-
ture which he charished. 

114. Joseph Fr. Michaud “Marie-Joseph Patrice Wall,” Biographie uni-
verselle, ancienne et moderne; ou, Histoire (1827) at 94.
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Thus, what appears to have happened is this book 
included Wall’s writings, but Virieu included mention about 
the Illuminati. He specifically mentions Wilhemsbad. 
Because of this evidence, obviously, the scholars who com-
ment on the validity of Barruel’s account, even those skepti-
cal of the Illuminati’s influence, concur it was reliably set 
forth by Barruel.

Scholars Concur That Barruel Was Telling The Truth

Scholars agree on the authenticity of Barruel’s quote 
of Gilliers relaying what Virieu said about Wilhemsbad. Le 
Forestier is a respected historian of masonry (and a friend of 
masonry) as well as critic of the idea that the Illuminati engi-
neered the Revolution. Yet, in his scholarly work, La Franc-
Maçonnerie Templiere et Occultiste Anx XVIII et XIX Siecles, 
Le Forestier states that the quotation of Virieu should be 
regarded as authentic.115 

Besides Le Forestier’s agreement, Virieu’s biographer 
C. A. Costa de Beauregard in Roman d’un royaliste sous la 
Revolution: Souvenirs du comte de Virieu (1892), agrees the 
statement was authentic despite the controversy that has sur-
rounded Barruel’s quote in 1798.116

Mounier in his rebuttal to Barruel for his part never 
disputed that Gilliers relayed correctly the quote of Virieu. He 
agreed about the integrity of Gilliers. However, he suggested 
Gilliers may have misunderstood the scope of what was being 
planned. Mounier wrote: “Virieu might have spoken of the 
opinions of some members of the Congress as dangerous, 
without believing that he had taken part in the assembly of 

115. Le Forestier, La Franc-Maçonnerie, supra, at 862,
116. Beauregard, Roman d'un royaliste sous la Revolution, supra, at 4.
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conspirators.”117 Thus, even Mounier conceded the likeli-
hood of the statement. He simply tried to suggest that Wil-
hemsbad did not involve a broad conspiracy. True enough.

Further, a modern Freemason writer, Firminger, also 
agreed the Virieu quote by Barruel should be deemed valid. 
However, he tried to downplay the quote’s significance. 
Firminger contended Virieu made the remark purely from 
bias against the revolutionary movement.118 

This appears wrong. The quote by Gilliers does not 
directly put any negative impression in Virieu’s mouth. Also, 
no revolutionary movement was ongoing or imminent in 
1782 when Virieu reportedly said this. How then did 
Firminger deduce Virieu must have held an anti-revolution-
ary bias in 1782? 

Firminger’s theory rests upon the Virieu statement 
itself, not upon examination of Virieu’s political or philo-
sophical outlook. However, Firminger’s theory is counter-
factual. 

First, Mounier concedes “He [Virieu] never ceased to 
esteem the Martinists.”119 This means that Virieu held ideals 
identical to Weishaupt throughout his life. The founder of the 
Martinist doctrines which were used in the Amis Reunis sys-
tem was Claude Saint-Martin. In his 1775 book Errors and 
Truth, Saint-Martin laid out a doctrine so nearly identical to 

117.Mounier, On the Influence Attributed to Philosophers, Freemasons, 
etc. (1801) at 165.

118. See W.K. Firminger, “The Romances of Robinson and Barruel,” 
Transactions of the Quatro Coronati Lodge, supra, Vol. 50 at 65 et 
seq., (1937).

119.Mounier, On the Influence Attributed to Philosophers, Freemasons, 
etc. (1801) at 165.
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Comte Virieu

Weishaupt’s ideas120 that one may truly wonder whether 
Weishaupt was Saint-Martin’s convert rather than that 
Weishaupt founded Illuminism by himself. 

Moreover, Virieu was supportive of revolutionary 
action to achieve major constitutional reform during the 1789 
revolution. Virieu was a revolutionary liberal, and played 
pivotal roles at various key junctures. During the Revolution 
of 1789, Virieu gave a hallmark speech on July 13, 1789, that 
roused concern at Paris which helped prepare for the attack 
the very next day upon the Bastille Prison.121 

In his speech, Virieu called upon the deputies of the 
Third Estate to resolve to assemble as the only representa-
tives of France, forever ignoring the other two houses of the 
legislature. He demanded they act in defiance of the king 
even if he ordered them to continue use of a three-house leg-
islature as decreed by the Parliament Court of Paris in 
November 1788. Virieu also claimed the king wished to close 
the legislature. Numerous legislators, believing such views, 
joined Virieu in swearing a masonic-style oath to resist the 
king if necessary on this point, repeating an earlier identical 
oath arranged by Mounier. This event was called the 
Reswearing of the Tennis Court Oath. 

For this reason, Bruce Wilson, a freemason historian 
who seeks to defend the historicity of the Virieu quote to 
Gilliers, attacked the conclusion of Firminger. He said it was 
absurd to say Virieu in 1782 was biased against revolution-
ary reform. Brother Wilson challenged Firminger’s claim 
about Virieu, pointing out “the awkward fact remains that he 

120.See Blanc’s discussion in the chapter entitled “Secret Societies in 
France As of 1782 — The Level of Illuminati Penetration Prior to Wil-
hemsbad” on page 1.

121. Most attacking were honest citizens trying to get arms stored at the 
prison to fight outlaws descending upon the city. There was another 
faction who were the outlaws themselves and who mingled with the 
crowd seeking admission to the Bastille for arms. See Chapter Eleven 
of the second book in this series, The Magical Misdirection of Totali-
tarians.
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[Virieu] did [aid the revolution]; though the instance quoted 
above [that is, reswearing the Tennis Court Oath] is discreetly 
ignored by Bro. Firminger....”122 Wilson then concludes that 
it is simply untenable to downplay Virieu’s statement as 
exaggeration due to an anti-revolutionary bias in 1782. 

Hence, Firminger simply misapprehends that Virieu 
was so biased against the movement by enlightened men that 
he would exaggerate or misrepresent what took place at Wil-
hemsbad. Rather, it appears Virieu was supportive of the 
goals of a revolution they planned at Wilhemsbad even if he 
realized it was a ‘scheme’ of sorts.

In fact, further disproof of Firminger’s spin was that  
Mounier, a participant in the Revolution who tried to deflect 
blame falling on the Illuminati, takes the proof of Virieu’s 
support of the early revolution to suggest Virieu’s words 
were not understood correctly by Gilliers. Mounier argued in 
1801:

[W]ould he [Virieu] have consecrated his 
efforts to liberty, if he had known, under that 
sacred name, the most dreadful licentiousness 
would be introduced?

No. That religious and enlightened man, whose 
thoughts were incessantly employed about the 
happiness of his country — that generous man, 
who could not endure the triumph of the 
wicked, and died at Lyons fighting for justice, 
whose loss M. de Gilliers deplores, as well as 
myself, and whose memory we both respect, 
would not one of the first to have solicited the 

establishment of a free constitution.123

122. Bro. Bruce Wilson, “Mirabeau’s Scheme for the Political Penetration of Freemasonry,”
LVII Ars Quator Coronatorum (1944), supra, at 175.

123.Mounier, On the Influence Attributed to Philosophers, Freemasons, 
etc. (1801) at 166.

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Illuminati of Bavaria                                                                                  57

Comte Virieu

 Thus, contrary to Firminger’s suggestion, Mounier 
says that Virieu was pro-revolution, and because of that he 
suggests Virieu did not make the remark in the manner Gilli-
ers understood. Hence, Firminger’s idea that Virieu was 
biased against the revolution, and hence exaggerated or fic-
tionalized facts is unwarranted. Yet, this leaves us with the 
question which Mounier asks: if Virieu according to Gilliers 
felt there was a deep laid conspiracy against religion and 
nations, why did he get involved in the 1789 Revolution? 

First, as Mounier says, Gilliers may have altered the 
statement in his repetition of it. Gilliers may have added 
words to make it sound more sinister than Virieu felt it truly 
represented.

Second, once in the ‘club’ of this secret, it was very 
difficult to escape involvement. What else could Virieu do to 
advance the philosophy of Claude St. Martin, and the Martin-
ist lodges (which Mounier said Virieu remained always loyal 
to) than to throw his hat in with the forces making Revolu-
tion? He probably imagined that the majority of those 
involved shared his deep conviction in liberal reform. Virieu 
probably imagined that all shared ideas of moderate good 
government which he himself believed in.

Furthermore, Virieu’s words to Gilliers bespeak his 
willingness to keep the nature of the revolutionary plan 
entirely secret from the government and even his non-
masonic friends. He does not promise Gilliers that he will 
later explain the plan in private. And while Virieu may have 
called the secret plan “tragic” for so many, if Gilliers did not 
embellish the quote at all, Virieu is only expressing a human 
emotion of regret for those whose lives will be uprooted by 
these plans. Yet, the most important fact is that Virieu 
accepted his duty to keep the matter secret — he tells Gilliers 
“I will not confide them to you.” Thus, in some respect, he 
held it as his duty to keep the plans secret even if he saw dan-
ger in them. 
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Hence, no challenge to the gist of Virieu’s quote can 
be made, either based on its authenticity or bias. When Virieu 
in effect said a plan to overthrow France was adopted at the 
Wilhemsbad Congress, we have no reason to conclude other-
wise. In fact, what helps prove Virieu was telling the truth is 
that later Virieu himself participated in making a French rev-
olution a reality and he gave his life in 1792 trying to keep it 
moderate.124

Thus, we may conclude that Virieu, in this quote at 
issue, was letting a friend know what had been planned at 
Wilhemsbad. It shows clearly that the participants at Wil-
hemsbad developed a plan to undermine and then overthrow 
France and its church. 

It should be noted that Virieu’s quote is the only direct 
evidence that Barruel found by 1798 of a revolutionary plan 
at Wilhemsbad. Barruel did not know of the 1788 writing by 
Virieu as part of Wall’s posthumous writings. Nor did Barruel 
know of the memoirs of the two other participants who now 
corroborate Virieu and whom we quoted earlier. These other 
memoirs hence corroborate the accuracy of Barruel’s quote of 
Virieu for these other sources are of unquestioned authentic-
ity. In each case, none of the other two had any bias to con-
serve the old order of church and state. Their only bias was to 
toward a liberal moderate reform as opposed to one radical 

124.It should be noted that Virieu apparently set limits on what he could 
support in the Revolution, which Firminger argues suggests Virieu was 
biased in 1782 when he wrote this letter. All we know is Virieu died at 
Lyons in 1792 during the siege of the city by Jacobin forces which had 
surrounded the city and cut off supplies. He was one of those who was 
killed during the indiscriminate slaughter after Jacobin forces entered 
the city. If Virieu truly had turned against the Revolution of 1792, then 
Virieu joined a long list of others who once supported it, but then were 
repulsed by its barbaric terrorism: Brissot, Danton, Desmoulins, etc. 
Yet, no one would say they were opponents of the Jacobin revolution. 
Each had created a monster which, once in motion, they could not stop 
even when it finally turned upon themselves.   Thus, if Virieu detested 
bloodshed en masse, this only proves he was human. It does not prove 
that ten years earlier he had a bias against causing a revolution when he 
wrote what happened at Wilhemsbad. 
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Analysis

and irreligious. Hence, Virieu’s statement to Gilliers was 
likely not only truly spoken, but also was an accurate por-
trayal of what happened at Wilhemsbad.

Analysis
What occurred at Wilhemsbad in 1782 is clear. Four 

of the thirty-five delegates — Karl von Hesse, Turkheim, 
Chefdebien and Virieu — all speak in varying clarity about a 
plan being adopted to overthrow France. Thus, many others 
among the delegates also went home with a knowledge that 
they would seek a revolution to attack the monarchical-
church system of France which they regarded as twin-horns 
of tyranny.  

To accomplish this end, the Freemason leaders at Wil-
hemsbad (representing the Templar sect of Masonry) gave 
the Illuminati the reigns of control. The Illuminati either held 
the reigns of power directly or in partnership with the French 
Templars otherwise known as the Chevaliers de Bienfais-
sants. 

Thus, the proof that the Wilhemsbad Congress 
decided to use secret societies to create a revolution in France 
is crucial evidence that historians in the U.S.A. have all but 
overlooked. 

The above facts also disprove the claim the Illuminati 
ceased after 1787. The argument they could not have caused 
the Revolution of 1792 because of the Bavarian suppression 
during 1785-1787 is clearly a spurious argument. Once the 
Illuminati penetrated France by 1782, and changed French 
Freemasonry, it mattered little what happened in Bavaria 
thereafter. 125 

125.Even so, we examine the survival of the Illuminati under their own 
name or in obvious fronts in Germany in later discussions. 
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As Mathiez (a liberal-left historian specialist on the 
French Revolution) wisely said, even if we assume the Illu-
minati ended before 1789, “the new Freemasonry, so recon-
stituted [at Wilhemsbad] prior to the crisis of the Revolution 
[of 1789-1794], had been impregnated with the anti-clerical 
and cosmopolitan taint that [Weishaupt’s] friends had 
impressed upon it.”126

Thus, as Mathiez said, there is no need to find the 
French Revolutionaries were guided from Bavaria to know of 
the impact of the Illuminati on the Revolution. The revolu-
tionaries were already clearly guided by the Illuminati’s ideas 
and system since 1782. 

Even though this chapter should be convincing alone 
on the Illuminist plan to overthrow France, the next three 
chapters discuss even more specific revelations by other wit-
nesses who, while not attending Wilhemsbad, learned else-
where in the secret society underworld of a plan to overthrow 
France. These witnesses are Cagliostro, De Luchet, and Con-
dorcet.127   

126. A. Mathiez, “Bibliographie. Le Forestier, Les Illumines, etc.,” 
Annales Révolutionnaires (1916) VIII, at 434.

127. Another, Girtaner, has been already discussed in “Eight Eyewit-
nesses From Within Who Expose The Illuminati Plan for France” on 
page 1 et seq.
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